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Reading wins guild striking competitions 

Winning team at Long Crendon on 28 November, l to r:  John Manley, John Wells, 

Doug Beaumont, Jenny Herriot, Steve Rossiter, Nigel Herriot, Alex Byrne, June 

Wells, Andy Smith, Ian Judd.  Photo:  Bobbie May 
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Reading Branch Officers 2009 

 

 Chairman  June Wells  (0118 941 0061) 

 Secretary  Ken Baker  (0118 943 2278) 

 Assistant Secretary Joyce Vernon  (0118 947 4281) 

 Treasurer  Keith Vernon  (0118 947 4281) 

 Ringing Masters:   Stephen Rossiter  (0118 941 1146) 

   for Adv. Practice  Robert Partridge  (0118 940 1907) 

 Training Officer  Vacant     

 Website Manager  Chris Johnson  (0118 942 4048) 

    readingbranchnews@btinternet.com 

 Website   www.odgreadingbranch.co.uk 

 Youth Rep  Post in abeyance 

 Branch Reps  Keith Vernon  (0118 947 4281) 

    Len Palfrey  (0118 984 2698) 

    Diana McClure  (0118 947 2353) 

 Independent  Examiners Sarah Dixon and Ann Osborne 

 Newsletter Editor: Diana McClure, 130 Kidmore Road, Caversham, 

Reading  RG4 7NB   Tel:  0118 947 2353 e-mail: jim.p.mcclure@btinternet.com 
 

Afternoon Practices 
 

Second Monday of the month,  2 pm to 3.30 pm  
 

14 December Pangbourne (6)   

  2010 

11 January Caversham (8)     8 February Goring (8)  * 

8 March  Swallowfield (6) * Towers marked with an asterisk are provisional 
 

For more information, contact Jim Diserens  (01491 824 504) 

                or John Wells  (0118 941 0061) 
 

12-bell practices at St Laurence, Reading, on the last Sunday of the month, from 

1.30 pm  to 3 pm.  No practice in December.  For more information, contact Steve 

Rossiter  (0118 941 1146) 
 

8-bell practices at St Mary, Mortimer, on the third Monday of the month, at 7.45 

pm.  There will be no practice in December.  For more information, contact Peter 

MacNaughtan at peter@cabrioleconsulting.co.uk or Penny Wallace at 

penny@wallace17.fsnet.co.uk 

mailto:peter@cabrioleconsulting.co.uk
mailto:penny@wallace17.fsnet.co.uk
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Other forthcoming events and practices 
 

Dec   12 Advent Carol Service, St Giles, Reading (8) - 7 pm 

   17 Advanced practice, Tilehurst (8) - new venue 

   21 Swallowfield minor practice - formerly Shinfield *  

  2010 

Jan    9 Branch Practice, Theale (6)  

   21 Advanced Practice, Caversham (8) 

25 Swallowfield minor practice 

Feb  13 Branch AGM, South Stoke (6) 

18  Advanced Practice, Shiplake (8) 

  22 Swallowfield minor practice 

March   13 Branch Practice, Goring (8) 

  ODG General Committee Mtg (Chipping Norton) 

  18 Advanced Practice, Shiplake  

  22 Swallowfield minor practice 

April    10 Branch Practice, St John - Mortimer (6)  

  15 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  17 ODG Radley Course  

  26 Swallowfield minor practice  

May    3 ODG Annual Ringing and 8-bell competition (Chiltern Branch) 

   8 Branch Practice, Shiplake  

 15 ODG  AGM (Newbury Branch) 

  20 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

June         12 Branch Outing  

  17 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  21 Swallowfield minor practice  

July          10 Branch Practice, Checkendon (8)  

  15 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  26 Swallowfield minor practice  
 

* Please note that the Shinfield minor practice run by Bobbie May has transferred to 

Swallowfield  
 

Branch Practices 4-6 pm - these times may be changed.   Advanced Practices 

(Tilehurst, Shiplake or Caversham)  8 pm ï 9.30 pm. See branch website 

www.odgreadingbranch.co.uk for further details 

Old North Berks (ONB)  branch runs training sessions from 2 pm to 3.30 pm on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month - see the ONB website www.onb.org.uk (Calendar) 

or contact Kate Crennell. Tel: 01235 834357 or KMCrennell@dpmail.co.uk  
 

The Reading Branch newsletter is written for and by members of the Branch and 

contributions are always welcome. However, the views expressed therein are those 

of the writers and not necessarily shared by the Editor or Branch Officers. 

http://www.onb.org.uk
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Editorial round -up 

 

Reading branch is ending this year on a very successful note:  it won 

the six-bell guild striking competition, which took place at Longcot, in 

the Vale of the White Horse branch, and the 10-bell guild striking 

competition, which took place at Long Crendon, in the Central Bucks 

branch - see below for reports on the two contests.  What is really re-

markable is that no one in the Reading six-bell team rang in its 10-bell 

team - excellent to be able to field two winning teams.  There is a sad 

footnote to this:  Jim Diserens, who rang in the six-bell competition in 

October, was unable to ring in the 10-bell band at the end of Novem-

ber, because of problems with his hands.  We wish him a speedy re-

covery - he is sorely missed.  

 Streatley was host to a very successful branch quiz, which 

raised more than Ã450 for Shiplakeôs bells - see page 8.  A new ring of 

Whitechapel bells should soon be installed in Shiplake tower - see 

page 9 for Bob Partridgeôs report on the latest developments. 

 St Giles-in-Reading has a new spider for holding up its bell 

ropes, thanks to a generous donation from the Girl Guides.  The local 

guiding company was forced to close down because of dwindling 

membership, and made the donation to mark the long association of 

the Brownies and Guides with St Giles.  Several of them learnt to ring 

at St Giles - see page 11.  

 There were two outings in October:  Shinfield, Swallowfield 

and Mortimer joined up for a day out in the Vale of the White Horse - 

see page 16 for Pat Scouseôs interesting report.  And some of the St 

Gilesô band spent an enjoyable weekend around Dartmoor, ringing 

with long Devon ropes - see page 13 for James Milfordôs report.  

 Geoff Dodd has sent in a photo of the 1939 St Laurence outing, 

together with his memories of some of the ringers in the photo.  See 

page 18 for this fascinating glimpse of the past - with a contribution 

from Jim Diserens.  

 WE WISH YOU A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR. 

  

Reading wins ODG 10-bell competition at Long Crendon 

 

Alan Marchbank, ODG Deputy Master, reports:   Six teams turned out 

on a bright but blustery morning [on 28 November] at Long Crendon 
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to compete for the ODG 10-Bell Competition Cup. This was very en-

couraging - and if two ringers from the Vale of the White Horse Branch 

had not been otherwise engaged in having babies around this time, we 

would have had an entry from there, too, making seven entries. Would 

that have been a record, I wonder? 

 The judges were Steve Stanford and Sarah Ward from Bedford-

shire.  They tried out the bells and were then made cosy in the Old Court 

House next to the church, from where they could hear the ringing very 

well. No nasty buses passing between the judges and the tower this year! 

 The ringing started promptly at 10.15 am and thanks to efficient 

organisation by the marshals, everything ran smoothly and in a very 

timely manner.  The results were as follows: 

 

  1st: Reading - 93%  Team 6 

  2nd: Central Bucks -  90% Team 3 

  3rd: Old North Berks  - 89% Team 5 

  4th: EBSB - 88%  Team 1 

  5th: North Bucks - 74% Team 4 

  6th: Banbury  - 72%  Team 2 

 

Congratulations to Reading and also to Old North Berks for slipping into 

third place - a force to be reckoned with in future years, I think. 

The judges made the following comments on the ringing: 

 

Team 1 (EBSB) Peal speed 3h 24.  Nice ringing.  The bells in 2nds 

place were often inaccurate, causing upset.  The back bells were 

stretched out on occasions, which was also unsettling.  88% 

Team 2 (Banbury) Peal speed 3h 27. This team seemed to struggle a 

bit. The rounds at the start were not quite right, but could have improved 

had more than one minute been allowed for the ringing to settle.  Felt as 

though the band could not reach agreement on the speed to ring at, and 

the tenor was too accommodating and did not force a pace.  72% 

Team 3 (Central Bucks) Peal speed 3h 14. Test piece was better than 

the practice.  The test piece of rounds was used to improve the ringing. 

Roll ups were just a little bit rushed. A very good piece of ringing but 

not quite perfect.  90% 

Team 4 (North Bucks) Peal speed 3h 19. The back bells set a pace that 

may have been too quick for the band on these bells. The leading was 
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inconsistent and that upset the rhythm. The ringing improved and was 

best in the 3rd course when it was steadiest.  Felt as though the band 

needed to relax.  74% 

Team 5 (Old North Berks) Peal speed 3h 9.  Confident ringing at the 

right speed for the band on the bells.  2nd and 3rd courses were very 

good.   Just a little careless in patches.  89% 

Team 6 (Reading)  Peel speed 3 hr 19.  Pulled out into almost perfect 

rounds - an excellent start.  Confident ringing that was not hurried - just 

at the right speed.  Just a few minor trips.  93% 

 

  
 

It was a great day and very enjoyable. The success was due to the turn 

out - so thanks to all of you who came and rang.  As Robert Newton 

(ODG Master) commented later on:  Can we make it eight entries next 

year and have more than half the branches represented?  Thanks also to 

the Long Crendon ringers for making us welcome and supplying us with 

coffee and cakes. (From Alan Marchbankôs report on the ODG web 

site) 

 

Stained glass window at St James the Less, Pangbourne; the East Win-

dow by Karl Parsons, memorial to those who died in the Great War 

1914-1918.  Its theme is peace. 

 

The vicar of Long Crendon (on the 

right), Revd John Winburn, pre-

sents the trophy to Alex Byrne of 

the Reading band. 

 

See front page for photo of the 

band, who rang as follows: 1 Ian 

Judd, 2 June Wells, 3 Jenny Her-

riott, 4 Nigel Herriott, 5 John 

Wells, 6 John Manley, 7 Doug 

Beaumont, 8 Stephen Rossiter, 9 

Alex Byrne (C), 10 Andy Smith. 



7 

Reading wins ODG six-bell competition at Longcot  

 

This year the Vale of the White Horse Branch hosted the Guild Six-Bell 

Competition, and eight teams battled it out on the back six at St Mary, 

Longcot, on Saturday 3 October.  The team from St Mary, Reading, 

won by half a point.  (St Maryôs was runner up in the Reading branch 

striking competition on 12 September.  Goring, who won, couldnôt ring 

at Longcot owing to a previous engagement.) 

 The ringers in St Maryôs team were: 1. Helen M. Diserens, 2. 

Louise M.B. Ellis, 3. Peter R. Ellis (C), 4. Jillian E. Galloway, 5. Noel 

J. Diserens, 6. Colin M. Parker. 

 Peter Ellis said later:  ñThere isn't a picture unfortunately as we 

all came back early (mostly to go to the quiz at Streatley which was on 

the same day).  We stopped off for a practice on the way at Stanford-in-

the-Vale which were not as nice as the bells at Longcot, and maybe this 

stood us in good stead. We rang second, 240 Grandsire Doubles, and 

then chatted to friends from around the Guild and beyond.  We had to 

wait until the following morning to find out the result, which was that 

we had pipped Shrivenham to the post to win by half a fault!" 

 The judges were Brian Bladon and Pete Tombs from just over 

the Diocesan border in Gloucester and Bristol DA territory, both of 

them very familiar with the Longcot bells.  They sat in the vestry/office 

just inside the church below the tower. 

 An excellent tea was served in the Chapel and Tony Crabtree 

organised the delivery of the teams to the tower very efficiently. 

 The bells were easier than last yearôs (Milton Keynes Village) 

but were certainly enough of a challenge to make this an interesting and 

very closely-contested competition. 

 All the teams rang Grandsire Doubles except Wokingham who 

rang Cambridge Minor and Shrivenham who rang Plain Bob Doubles.  

Only Thatcham ventured into "round block" territory using Morris's 240 

for the test piece.  In announcing the results the judges commented that 

they had heard no bad ringing at all and that everyone should be proud 

of their performance. These are not the easiest of bells to strike and 

there had been a very good standard throughout.  They placed the teams 

in the following order: 
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As the winning band had to leave before the competition ended, the 

trophy was presented to Helen Diserens at the ODG 28 November 

Committee meeting.  Compiled from Alan Marchbankôs report on the 

ODG web site, with comment by Peter Ellis 

 

Streatley hosts branch quiz  

 

The branch quiz evening took place in the beautiful Morrell Room, 

next to Streatley church, on: Saturday 3 October, the date of the ODG 

six-bell competition.  It was a very successful evening ï more than 80 

people came, and the quiz raised Ã457.50 for Shiplakeôs new bells. 

 Joyce and Keith Vernon and their family (Toni and Steve Smith 

and granddaughter Lucy Smith deserve a special mention for all their 

efforts) did a superb job in hosting the event, doing all the catering, 

washing up and master of ceremoniesô tasks without a hitch anywhere.  

Branch Tower Comments Faults Place 

Reading St Mary 

Very good ringing with a steady 

pace throughout and only minor 

trips and hesitations 

29 1 

VOWH Shrivenham 
Very good ringing with few trips 

but occasionally a bit rushed 
29.5 2 

Sonning Dean-

ery 
Wokingham Nice ringing with a few trips 33 3 

Oxford City St Aldgate 

Better as it progressed. Nice to 

listen to. Took too long to settle but 

was nice at the end. 

39 4 

EBSB Amersham 

Concertina ringing caused by un-

even leading. Many good rows but 

few joined together by good lead-

ing 

41.5 5 

ONB Blewbury 
Suffered a couple of trips which 

took too long to get right. 
45 6 

South Oxon 
Drayton St 

Leonard 

Better pace but ringing did not 

flow. Leading suffered inaccura-

cies 

51 7 

Newbury Thatcham 
Too slow for the bells, ringing did 

not flow. 
53 8 
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The home-made cakes, served after the ploughmanôs supper, were ex-

ceedingly good. 

 Fourteen teams took part, and were named after locks on the 

River Thames.  There were some serious "Quizzers" present and spirited 

banter took place between teams, along with Quizmaster Alan Mitchell 

who told a number of "Irish" jokes between rounds ï not appreciated by 

everyone.  Many of the questions were difficult, and those present dis-

played impressive general knowledge.  In the end, the Days Lock team 

(Henley Tower) were the winners.

 
 

Major Milestone at Shiplake 

 

After 11 weeks work, the project to replace the old bells at St Peter & St 

Paul, Shiplake, with a completely new ring hung in a new frame slightly 

lower in the tower has achieved a major milestone with completion of 

all the enabling building works at the old bell chamber level and above. 

 Since removing the old bells and frame in September, a massive 

amount of work has been done in the tower by the Shiplake volunteer 

team to prepare the way for the new installation.  First, the old frame 

supporting-beam holes were filled and faced with brick and the old 

north frame side was securely pinned to the walls, all requirements from 

English Heritage.  New holes were then cut for three galvanised steel 

beams at a high level which support the new Sanctus bell and also pro-

vide a safe means of lifting in the components of the new frame and the 

new bells. (The Sanctus weighing ¾ cwt was cast in 1929 by Gillett & 

Johnson for St Ethelburga, St Leonard on Sea, Sussex.  It was purchased 

Joan Bennett (l) 

and Mike Ro-

mans (r) from 

Henley receiv-

ing the prize 

from Master of 

Ceremonies 

Steve Smith 

(centre).  Lucy 

Smith is in the 

background. 
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from the Keltek Trust who acquired the bell after the chime of five bells at 

St Ethelburga fell into disrepair and all but one was sold). After installing 

the Sanctus-lifting beams and concreting them in, the Sanctus bell was 

installed, and tested. This photograph shows the Sanctus bell with some 

of the sound control and Sanctus/lifting beams. 

 

 
 

 The focus then moved to installation of the weatherproofing/

sound control. This had all previously been fabricated in Cyril Crouchôs 

garage over a number of weeks. It is designed to reduce the very high 

noise levels of the old bells in the immediate churchyard area and to 

spread the sound more widely and evenly. It also includes seven large 

remotely-controlled trap doors which can be opened for service ringing, 

but closed for practices, so hopefully reducing the number of occasions 

when the simulator has to be used. Finally a platform was built across the 

south wall to enable much safer two-stage-access to the tower roof. 

 We have also cut 12 large holes in the tower walls for the new 

frame foundation beams and our local concrete expert has cast four pad-

stones for the lower beams.  We are now ready to assist Whites with in-

stalling the main foundation beams on 3 and 4 December. Boshers build-

ers will then concrete these into the walls and we will build a new floor 

under the beams. Whites will return in early January to install the rest of 

the frame and the bells.  
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 A group of donors, supporters and friends visited Whites at Ap-

pleton on 14 November to see the new bells in their frame before the 

whole assembly was dismantled and the main foundation beams sent for 

galvanising. The next photograph shows the bells in their frame:  

 

The new tenor is slightly lighter than the old one and weighs 9cwt 15lbs, 

and is tuned to G sharp. The bells were cast to Whitechapelôs latest Mk 

III profiles.  Bob Partridge 

 

Girl Guides give St Giles a Spider 
 

St Gilesô ringers were delighted to commission a new ropesô spider as a 

gift from the local company of Girl Guides to mark the long association 

of the local Brownies and Guides with the church. 

 The 21st Reading St. Gilesô Guide Company opened in 1920 un-

der May Burkett, its first Guide Captain.  Mary Butcher, who attended 

St Gilesô church all her life, became the next Captain and although the 

company closed for a short period in the 1980s it was reopened in 1991 
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by Anne Canterbury and Doreen Ferguson. Mary Butcher was able to 

join the celebrations at a party held in 1995 for the 75th Anniversary. 

 The company had two Queenôs Guides, Tina Vernon and Toni 

Smith (née  Vernon); Helen Ferguson and Fiona Bennett were 

awarded the BP (Baden Powell) Trefoil and two more Guides, Lucy 

Warwick and Emily Chalmers were awarded the BP Challenge. 

 In February 1996 Doreen went to Pax Lodge, one of the four 

World Guiding Centres in North London, with some of the guides.  There 

she met Betty Clay, daughter of Lord and Lady Baden Powell. 

  Anne Canterbury was a ringer for several years as was her daughter 

Claire, who together with Julie Hinton, Tina Vernon and Toni Smith all 

learnt to ring when they were Brownies. The guides visited the tower on sev-

eral occasions to observe, have a try at ringing and go up to see the bells. 

 Unfortunately dwindling numbers of new members in the area 

forced the companyôs closure in 2007 but Doreen felt that it would be a fit-

ting tribute to make a donation to the ringers. 

 The spider, turned from solid oak, carries eight brass hooks for the 

ropes and a large brass plaque commemorating the gift and marking the long 

Guiding association. It was made by Chris Phillips, one of the St Gilesô 

band, and the presentation took place on 12 August 2009 by Doreen who 

now runs a very successful Guides company in Shinfield. 

 The balance of the donation has gone towards providing eight new 

tail ends, much to the delight of the ringers all of whom are very grateful for 

this most generous donation.  Chris Phillips 

 
  

 

 New spider 

with hook 

plate before 

installation. 
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St Giles-in-Reading visits Devon 

 

The St Gilesô autumn outing took place over the Halloween week-end, 

later than usual rather than earlier, in spite of good resolutions at the 

AGM.  Although the least worst date was chosen the group was small 

as some faithful members of the band could not make it, but those who 

did enjoyed the novel experience of ringing in rural Devon, with six 

attractive towers around the edge of Dartmoor. 

 The residential group arrived at the Castle Inn at Lydford on 

Friday, 30 October, with competing tales of tailbacks on their various 

routes.  It is a friendly pub with a sensible menu, but over-amplified 

live music provided for the Halloweôen dinner on the Saturday made 

conversation difficult.  Next to the pub is a castle - actually a mediae-

val gaol - and then the spectacular Lydford Gorge, viewed before 

breakfast by early risers, and in full spate on the Sunday after heavy 

rain.  The rain was kind enough to fall at night, so it did not inconven-

ience us. 

Doreen (left centre) presents the spider to the ringers in St Gilesô church. 

L-R  James Milford, Ruth Hines, Doreen Ferguson, Keith & Joyce Vernon, 

Frankie Milford, Lindsay Barker, Helen Herriott (partly hidden) and Chris 

Phillips.  Photo:  Chris Phillips 
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 On the Saturday, ringing started at Lydford, a typical village church 

with plenty of history, including a plaque commemorating the feat of Norman 

Fry who rang there for 87 years.  We quickly found what was to be a factor 

throughout the day - the style of tail end.  Long, single, and knots explicitly 

forbidden, so people found their left hands full.  It was only when we joined 

the local ringers for Sunday service ringing at Lydford that we saw how it 

should be done, with a tight loop round the hand and not too much arm-

stretching.  The speed of ringing the call changes Devon style left us a bit 

breathless, too. 

 We moved next to Okehampton, local knowledge leading us to the 

church on the outskirts rather than that in the centre of town. After a delay 

while a key-holder was rustled up we enjoyed our heaviest bells of the day (a 

modest 17 cwt), and a first attempt at Okehampton Surprise Major. 

 The delay at Okehampton, over-optimism on the travel time, and full 

car parks when we arrived all led to a late start at Chagford, but the locals 

were accommodating, so we had time for our basic methods and two-spliced 

Surprise Major.  The ringing chamber here opens to the church, with a par-

ticularly child-friendly gallery.  Then on to Moretonhampstead, to the Union 

St Andrew, Moretonhampstead:  L to r: Chris Phillips, Steve Bennett, James 

Milford, Jill Galloway, Colin Parker, Lindsey Barker, Helen Bennett, Chris 

Barrett, Sarah Barrett, with Daniel, on his first outing, and his brother Joseph, 

now a seasoned campaigner, Diana McClure, Frankie Milford.  Photo: Rita 
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Inn for lunch, where a private room and very 

efficient service backed up good food and 

beer.  In St Andrewôs we enjoyed the best 

ringing of the day, perhaps because the tail-

ends were of our normal style.  The second 

attempt at Okehampton Surprise got nearer to 

the end, but we actually had to wait for the 

last tower before a whole course was rung. 

 To Widecombe in the Moor next, 

along an A road which includes single lane 

stretches so that travelling time was extended 

and ringing time shortened.  The bells were 

getting lighter as the day went on - by kind 

planning on the part of Colin Parker.  How-

ever, the ropes were long, particularly the 

fifth, so Colin staged a demonstration by ring-

ing it kneeling. Some nice Stedman noted. 

 Final tower, down to 7 cwt, was 

 St Pancras, Widecombe in the Moor:  

Colin Parker demonstrates new tech-

nique for ringing with particularly long 

Devon ropes. Photo: Chris Phillips 
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Buckland in the Moor, also in the gloaming.  Our usual mix of Triples, call 

changes and the successful Okehampton, but there were signs of weariness.  

We stayed to hear the clock strike its rather tuneless ñAll things bright and 

beautifulò, before dispersing, families to their own hosts and the child-free 

back to Lydford. 

 It was a good day, visiting such attractive villages, and solid, tradi-

tional churches.  The towers were all well maintained, and the bells clearly in 

regular use.  A larger party might have indulged in more adventurous ring-

ing, but that was not the main purpose of the tour.  We are grateful to Colin 

for making admirable arrangements, and to the local ringers who welcomed 

us all the way round.  James Milford 

 

Shinfield, Swallowfield and Mortimer visit White Horse Vale 

 

We travelled through several typical Cotswold villages, with their many 

thatched cottages with stone walls, through lots of open countryside, to the 

start of our outing on Saturday 24 October in the Vale of the White Horse.  

An unseasonably warm day, the rainy weather that had been forecast turned 

out not as bad as feared, although we did wish the visibility had been a bit 

better so as to enjoy the views!  

 All the bells were lovely to ring, light and well-balanced, in well-

maintained towers within pretty churches. With fourteen very good ringers 

and four guests, we arrived at our first tower at Hinton Waldrist only to dis-

cover the local road to the church was closed - but this didnôt delay our early 

start at St Margaret.  This would have been the church used by Henry IV and 

Henry V in their early days when they lived at Hinton Manor.  Then on to 

another pleasant ring of six at St Faithôs Church, Shellingford, followed by 

ringing the eight at Longcot.  These, I think, were not as musically pleasing 

as the other bells!  We were attracted to the memorial plaque for Lillian 

Carter, daughter of the Reverend Thomas Hughes, Vicar of Uffington and 

brother of the Vicar of Longcot.  A local resident, Lillian had died with her 

husband on the Titanic.   

 We then went to Shrivenham, the largest thriving village in Oxford-

shire and home to the Defence Academy of the UK (RMCS).  We had a 

good lunch there, all together in the meeting room of the Prince of Wales 

pub, before ringing the 10 bells in the Norman Church of St Andrew.  Here 

we were very honoured and pleased that the Tower Captain, Tony Crabtree, 

took us through the art of ringing properly and well on 10 bells, and as a re-

sult we had them sounding wonderful - and they were very pleasant to ring, 

too. Most of us had not rung on 10 before, or not for a very long time.   

 Finally on to St Mary at Uffington, known as The Cathedral of the 
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Vale, with its octagonal bell tower.  We finished with a visit next door to The 

Museum in the schoolroom that featured in Tom Brownôs School Days, 

whose author, Thomas Hughes, was born at the vicarage.  There were also 

mementoes of John Betjeman, Poet Laureate, who lived in the village.   

 By this time the sky had cleared, and the watery sun made it possible 

to have a quick viewing of The White Horse, the oldest figure of a horse cut 

in chalk, 374 ft long, and of the ancient barrow and the Manger valley, the hill 

fort and Uffington Castle.   

 Many thanks go to Bobbie and Jeff for organising some brilliant ring-

ing.  We all rang many methods and special ones of our own choosing, from 

Doubles to Kent and Cambridge to some Triples methods.   

 The 10-bell ringing experience was the highlight of the day.  Thank 

you, Tony - and Mark, for coming all the way from Leatherhead to help us 

ring good methods and for organising us through the ringing of the six inter-

esting bells at Uffington!   

 We were very pleased the Mortimer ringers were able to join us and, 

with the Shinfield and Swallowfield ringers, departed for home, happy ring-

ers!  Thank you all for coming.  Pat Scouse, Shinfield 

L. to r: Pat Scouse, Peter MacNaughtan, Mark Shearn, Stephen Jen-
kins with son Sebastian, Mike Sangster, Jeff Wallace, Gill Burnett, Jean 
and John Clark-Maxwell, Bobbie May, Andrew Slater, Linda Barsby. 
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Geoff Dodd looks back at St Laurence in 1939 

 

Geoff Dodd, perhaps inspired by a series of interesting articles that Jim 

Diserens has written for this newsletter about towers in the Reading 

branch, sent in a photograph taken on 29 May 1939, of the St Laurence 

bandôs annual outing.  Geoff said:  I knew some of these ringers: 

From the ringing chamber of St Winnow near Lostwithiel in Cornwall. Photo 

by Richard Bisgrove, who suggests that it might be adopted as part of the 

constitution of Mapledurham, where he is tower captain.   


