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Afternoon Practices
Second Monday of the month, 2 pm to 3.30 pm

13 April Shiplake (8) 13July EnglefieldTBC (8)
11 May Whitchurch (6) 10August SouthStoke (6)
8June Mapledurham  (6) 14September Streatley (6)

For more information, contact JiBiserens(01491 824 504)
or John Wells (0118 941 0061)

12-bell practicesat St Laurence, Reading, on thelastSundayof themonth from 1.30pm
to 3 pm. For moreinformation,contactSteveRossiter (01189411146

Old North Berks (ONB) branchrunstrainingsessionsrom 2 pmto 3.30 pm on the fourth Wednesdayf
themonth- seethe ONB websitewww.onhorg.uk (Calendar)r contactKate Crennell Tel: 01235834357
or KMCrennell@dpmaiko.uk



Other forthcoming events and practices

April 4 ODGRadleyCourse
16 Advanced Practiceshiplake
18 Branch PracticeRangbourng6)
20 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice
May 4 ODG 8bell Competition at Gredtew (Banbury Branch)
9 Branch Practice, Henley (8) 5 pn7 pm
14 Advanced PracticeShiplake- NB: changed from 21 May
16 ODG AGM atStewkley(Central Bucks Branch)
June 6 Branch Outing NB: changed from 13 June
18 Advanced PracticeShiplake
22 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice
July 11 Branch PracticeShinfield (6)
16 Advanced PracticeShiplake
27 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice
Aug 8 Branch Practicelznglefield (8)
20 Advanced PracticeShiplake
24 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice
Sept 12 6-bell branch Striking CompetitioStreatley(6)
17 Advanced PracticeShiplake
21 Shinfield Simulator week/minor practice
26 ODG MichaelmasTraining Day TBA
Oct 3 ODG 6-bell Striking Comp (Vale of White Horse Branch)
10 Branch Practice St Mary, Mortimer (8)
15 Advanced Practicezavershan{8)

Branch Practices 4 pin6 pm, except in May see above
Advanced PracticesSpiplakeor Caversham 8 pmi 9.30 pm.
Please see Tower notices for any further events.

The Reading Branch newsletter is written for and by members of the Branch and contributions
are always welcome. However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and not
necessarily shared by the Editor or Branch Officers.



Editorial round -up

The Readingbranchteamtook part in the first round of the nationaltwelve-bell contestin

Sheffieldon 28 March - seepageslOand11 for DougB e a u moepotrt@nshe contest The
St Mary and St Lawrencebandwenton anoutingto Yorkshirein February,in orderto prepare
for the contest PeterEllis gives the tower news, and Nigel Herriott reportson the outing
(pagesr t09).

S hi p Inavkbell§shiouldbereadyfor ringing by the beginningof 2010- seeCyril Cr o u c h 6 ¢
report,below

Jim Diserenscontinueshis fascinatingserieson ringing in the Readingbranch60 yearsago,
with anevocativedescriptionof Shiplakein the 195Gs (pageb).

Cavershantower held an OpenMorning on 18 April, to try and recruitnewringers- pagesl2
and 13. Bobbie May hassentin news from Shinfield and Swallowfield and Robert Small
reportsthat SouthStokeplansto hold a festivalduring the AugustBank holiday - seepagel4.
Somespecialquarterpealsareon pagelb.

Communications This newsletterand the latest branch news can be read on the branch
website www.odgreadingbrancbo.uk The ODG websiteis www.odgorg.uk

Thephotoson the backpageare of thefollowing churchesclockwise

StPeterand StPaul, Checkendor8 bells, 10-1-21)
StPeter,Cavershan(8 bells, 7-3-13)
StGiles,Reading(8 bells, 14-2-7)

StMargaret, Mapledurham(6 bells, 7-2-0)

Cyril Crouch reports progress of Shiplake Restoration Project

After receivingestimatedrom threecompaniesaanda structurale n g i nreperttwe grepared
aproposalfor the PCCandgainedtheir authorityto makea formal submissiorto the Diocesan
Bells Advisor. He agreedthe schemeandit was subsequenthapprovedby the full Diocesan
Advisory Committeein March 2008 The proposalshave also beenagreedby the church
architectandsubsequentlhpy EnglishHeritage The Facultyfor the projectwasgrantedonthe
10th December2008
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A contract has been placed with Whites of Appleton to be the main contractors, with the
WhitechapeBell Foundrycasting the new bells to their Mk Il profiles, hopefully in
July/August 2009

Building the new frame and esite work by Whites will start in early October 2009 with
completion targeted by early 2010. Some preparatory work-pointing the interior clock
chamber stonework and replacing decayed wooden lintels was undertaken by CWO of
Chichester in January 2009

Throughthe good offices of thEeltek Trust, we have reached agreement in principle to sell
old bells 1 and 2 to another church, who are augmenting an old ring of Kelkek are very
hopeful that they will also be able to help us find new homes for bells 3, 4 and 5. However,
bells 6, 7 and 8 are unlikely to bewsable, so they will be recast

In March 2009, we purchased a small 14.5 inch diameter redundant bell (cast in 1929 by
Gillett & Johnson of Croydon), from th&eltek Trust to hang above the new ring for

chiming before services where the ringing bells are not rung. This will obviate the need to

|l eave one of the ringing bells in the d&édov

Fund Raising:

Fund raising commenced in March 2008 with the full support of the Parochial Church
Council who promised up to £10,000 for the bell restoration fund, if sufficient money could
not be raised through furrdising initiatives, donations and grants

Fundraising has progressed extremely well and at March 2009, the fund stood at £97,400
which matches our anticipated budget. There have been 98 separate contributions to the
fund, including eight individual donors for each of the new bells. Tfivey per cent of the
money has come from local and Diocesan bell ringers and their families;ah@tger cent

in the form of grants and donations from Charitable Trusts and the remainder from villagers,
parishioners, friends and fumdising events

We should not therefore need to call upon any of £10,000 provisionally earmarked by the
PCC, which is very helpful &hiplakeChurch has other major projects in the planning stage
which will require significant funding, including construction of a new benefice office, a
Sunday Club roorand new toilets.

Cyril Crouch



Jim Diserenslooks back atShiplake in the 1950s

During the years 1952 to 1957 my brothers and | would frequently cyS8kiptaketo
join the local ringers. It was a pleasant ride, ac8mmingbridge and past the

flowing spring (the pub being on one side of the road and a spring of beautiful fresh
water on the other). At that time the little road fr&wmnningwas tweway, not one

way as at present

OwenPorter was for a time tower captainSdtiplake However, he became landlord

of thePlowdenArms pub and passed the captaincy over to his son in law Ernie Smith.

| do not recall ever ringing with him but he would always greet us afterwards in the

pub. |l have heard that the pub was origin
changed to a more Aup mar ket 0o name. Anot h
remember is Alf Street, who lived a few doors west of the pub. He was a farm worker,

and also a good ringer and striker in the standard methods. In 1954enaindst

joined the band

At that time several of the Henley ringers would come over t&hiifgakepractices.
Jesse Smith was one, he would only ring the tenor behind to Triples but had an
excellent sense of rhythm; also CyFigwell who was tower captain of Henley for a
time.

Shiplakebells were readily available at that time (there was no college next door) and

we rang a couple of peals of Grandsire Triples that included local ringers, with Jesse

Smith on the tenor. The first was conducted by me, with the treble rung by local girl

Lesley Roberts for her first peal. The second was with Olive Smith, the tower
captainds daught er, on the treble for her
Some years later | called a peal of Yorkshire there for her wedding

Sometimeswe would ring in the New Year &hiplake if there was no ringing at St

Mary, Reading. On the last day of 1954 Helen and | cycled over and joined the local

band to ring in 1955, it was our first outing with just the two of us. The next day |

returned there with the St Mary, Reading, band, augment&ediRex from

Thatcham t o cal | our first | ocal peal of Spli
the worko spliced inm the four standard met

In those days there were no rope guides and few people had problems handling them,
as the bells went quite well. 1 am looking forward to ring on the brand new recast ring
of eight when they are installed.

Jim Diserens



St Mary and St Laurencei Peter Ellis

Recent activity at St Laurence has focused on the tvisgilecompetition. In February, there
was a tower outing to Yorkshire, ringing on tiaelvesat Sheffield, Rotherham, Leeds,
Ripon, York ancEscrickin preparation for the competition. Some ringers also tried drinking
beer in thirdpint glasses. This may also have been in preparation for the competition

Readingwere drawn to ring at Sheffield, and faced competition from six other teams
including St Paul s Cathedr al and Yor k.

Meanwhile at St Mary we have been ringing methods named after elements of the periodic
table. So far, we have rung Scandium, Titanium, Vanadium and Chromium. The next method
in the series to be rung is Manganese. There have been quarter peals of these methods rung
along the way. However, ringing them in spliced may present a more difficult challenge

Looking ahead, the tower outing this year is to Kent at the end of Meter Ellis

Big Bells and Little Beers in Yorkshire - Nigel Herriott

Friday 13 February was unlucky for some of the St Mary and St Laurence band who got stucl
in traffic jams on their journey to Ripon for a ringing weekend, however everyone managed ftc

arrive eventually.

Nextmorning, after tucking into the excellent breakfast provided by the Unicorn hotel, we set
off for the first towerEcclesfield(8 bells, 14cwt), just outside Sheffield.

We had started with an eight to enable the band to gather as some people had stopped over
Friday night part way and some were driving up on Saturday

Thefirst tower with the full complement was Sheffield Cathedral (12 bells, 34 cwt) which is
where we will be competing in the eliminators for the nationabdlP striking competition at
the end of March.

It was an opportunity for the competition band to try the touch of Ste@nguesa couple
of times and finally to settle on the placing of the band.

We enjoyed these modern Whitechapel bells which were bright and clear and a pleasure to
ring.

After lunch atthe JMWe t h e r dnRotlberh@ng we climbedip the rather tight way into
the tower (12 bells, 34 cwt).



At the end of a dark corridor, there is a vertical
ladder inside what feels like a chimney which,
after a slightly claustrophobic climb, opens out
into a normal spiral staircase.

We had some good ringing and enjoyed the 1924
Taylor bells, although the general opinion was
that they are not as good as their vintage would
lead one to expect

We then travelled to Leeds (12 bells, 40cwt):
another fine vintage Taylor ring which suffered
somewhat from tower movement making them
rather tricky to ring well.

We all felt pretty exhausted by 6 pm when the
daybés ringing ended as
bell tower for 1 hour 15 minutes, and it had been
a long day with heavy bells.

Tomas Byrne grabs Sheffield Cathedral

That evening, the party that was staying in the hotel had booked a table together and we
enjoyed the hotelbés Valentinebs Day ment

Thenext morning we were at Ripon Cathedral (12 bells, 23 cwt) to ring for the 9:30 am
service with the local band. The back 10 were another vintage Taylor ring, augmented to
in 2007.

We thoroughly enjoyed these bells as they are much closer to the weight of our own ring
12 in Reading, although they were rather odd struck. Doug Beaumont commented that F
felt as if he was dodging whilst ringing the eleventh in rounds

After a little free time in Ripon it was time to travel to York where some of us visited the
Yorkshire Terrier pub and enjoyed their

Thisis an interesting idea in which you are given a wooden tray containing four different
onethird pints of beer in dinkylittle beer glasses.



We then moved on to ring for evensong on the
glorious heavy ring at York Minster (12 bells,
59cwt)- more vintageTaylors!.

We suffered from a little trepidation at the start
so we stuck to ringing simpler things and wereg
able to produce the sort of ringing that we felt | -
was appropriate in such a magnificent setting —,.’,_f

We soon got the measure of the bells, which go
very well, although such a heavy ring does
require a somewhat different technique.

Ourgroup of young children also enjoyed
Aringingo the model
circle (you can see these little bells in the phot
of York).

Lift-off for Alex Byrne ringing 59 cwt
tenor at York Minster

Back in Ripon on Sunday evening we were ready for a visit to the pub and were delighted to
find that tasting trays were also available at the-Byed Rat, a CAMRA recommended

pub. We made full use of this facility before finding something to eat and collapsing into

bed

OnMonday morning 12 of us assembledeatrick (12 bells, 34 cwt) for a peal

Many of us were interested to know what they would be like as we had known the bells
when they had been hung in the tower at S

Whenthe Bullring installed their new ring of 16, the old bells were movesstick
It was obvious, looking at the tower, that they could not all be on one level and the acoustics
suffered a little as the bells on the top frame were difficult to hear. However, we scored a

decent peal obpliced Stedmagfinquesand YorkshireMaximus

Nigel Herriott



Escrick, Yorkshire, St Helen (34 cwt)

Monday, 16 February 2009 in 3 Hrs Rfins

5100 SplicedCinques& Maximus (2m: 2640 Yorkshire Maximus 2460 Stedmaginque$
Composed by: A. F. Byrne

June D. Wells

Jillian E. Galloway
Jennifer MHerriott
Bernard F. L. Groves
W Nigel G Herriott
Colin M. Parker
John A. Harrison

E. John Wells

9. Edward J. W. Manley
10. Peter R. Ellis

11. Douglas J. Beaumont
12. Alex F. Byrne (C)

ONGh~WNE

Congratulations to Jill Galloway on becoming an ACCA affiliate
National Twelve-Bell Elimination Contest - Doug Beaumont

A band representing Reading went to Sheffield Cathedral on a chilly 28 March to take part in
one of the three eliminators for the National TweBadl Striking Contest [the other two
eliminators were held at Leeds and Rotherham].

Thetop three teams in each eliminator go through to the firmtake place at St Paul's
Cathedral this yearso the pressure really was on to achieve one of those coveted three places.

Proceedingbegan in the hall next to the cathedral with a chance to talk strategy and weigh up
the opposition, prior to the dlinportant draw for ringing order. This is the first hurdle to
overcome because generally, ringers prefer not to be drawn first or last. Unfortunately we didn't
do very well at this stage. Our name came out of the hat first and so we were allocated the
scenesetting place in the ringing order

We made our way up the tower, and prepared to start. Strict timings govern the twelve bell

contest, and there is quite a tense wait as the second hand on the contest clock approaches the
top of the clock face. So, we were all ready to pull off when, "Dong!", a ringer
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who shall remain nameless (but hereds a c
pulled off early because of his bell being ligdait- and of course being light sittook

several blows to set again. This caused much nervous amusement, but we got ourselves
together again and the practice went ahead without further incident. The signal to the
judges was given, and into the test piece, which again was accomplished without any
problems. And the verdict in the tower immediately afterwards? Roughly along the lines

of: "Not bad, but not the best we could have done".

Thelong wait then took place for the rest of the teams to ring, and for the judges to
deliberate. There was much refreshment to be partaken of during this time for those who
wished, and many took the opportunity to stand outside in the bracisgesuine air and

listen to and comment on each test piece as the afternoon progressed. After completion of
the ringing the obligatory hour followed for the judges to make up their minds.

Thencame the delivery of the judgement. This followed the normal pattdra:chief

judge gave some general comments about the bells and the ringing, praising the quality of
the bells and confirming amongst other things that all teams had put up a good
performance.

Thesecond judge then gave some specific comments about each team's efforts. Of "Band
A" (i.e. Reading) he said that there were some {wgadits, the ringing slowed down

slightly but towards the end we broke for the line as though we were keen to get finished.
Finally, the third judge gave the marks for each team.

This was done not in the usual reverse order of final placing, but in the order 7, 6, 5, 1, 2, 3
and 4. This may seem a bit strange, but bear in mind that the top three teams go through.
Therefore the two teams that a) scrape through and b) just fail to scrape through, do not
know their fate until the very end of the results.

Readingwere not 7th, 6th, 5th, 1st or 2nd, which meant that it all hung onto the last two
announcements. Sadly, we didn't make that all important third place, so in the end our
place was fourth out of the seven. Although disappointed not to have got through to the
final, we could also be pleased to have got a mid placing against challenging opposition.
And as to the final at St Pauf'perhaps mixed feelingsit would have been good to take
part in the final, but they really are a tough ring of bells, and to be there as a spectator
rather than a participant has its attractions

Thefull results of the eliminators can be seen at websit®r. 12bell.org.uk

Thisyear, 2009,isthe5 ear since the final was | ast
Saturday 4 July and promises to be a major ringing event, so if you are thinking of visiting
London, then the twelve bell finalay should be an excellent day to do so.

Doug Beaumont
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Tower Open Morning at Caversham

The band at St Pet&Cavershamheld an open morning on Saturday 18 April. Anyone who
wanted to have a go at bell ringing, see the bells, or just find out a little more about ringing,
was invited to climb the spiral staircase up to the ringing chamber.

If they wished, they could go up the ladder to the belfry. Most dt#wershanband was

present, to A®how them the ropes

TheOpen Morning had been announced in the R
sheet 6, and Ann Osborne had prepared a ver
places.

Gill Hopkinson stood outside the tower door, to point wdaeldingers in the right direction,
and encourage the hesitant to climb the stairs and have a go. She was a very successful
recruiting officeri at least fifty people attended, one of them a runner who happened to be
passing by

Thosewho came were invited to climb up the ladder and have a look at the bells (which were
all down), stand in a safe corner of the belfry and watch the treble being rung up, and, when
back in the ringing chamber, have a go at ringing the back stroke on the treble, and watch while
the band rang up six bells in peal, rang some plain hunt, and then rang down again

Lotsof children came, with their parents.
Theyfound it very reassuring when Tomas Byrne (aged 7) rang the treble, to show how it was
done, and Jack Page (aged 11) rang some very good rounds. Alex Byrne looked after anyone

who wanted to have a go at ringing, catching the sally while the learner did the back stroke

PeteKi n g, a member of the church choir, had
children, Arthur (two years old) and Juniper (two months).

Hes ai d: 't was much harder than | thought
do with your arms, but you have to let them be taken up with the rope rather than anticipate it.

| pulled too hard on the way down. He added that Arthur had enjoyed watching his Dad have a
go at ringing.

JennyPage gave demonstrations of what happens when you ring a bell, using a model of a bell
in a frame kindly lent byshiplaketower. She explained the purpose of the stay and the slider.

TowerCaptain Doug Beaumont welcomed visitors tolie#ry together with RalplElmes

12



Some of the Caversham band. Ltor: Ann Osborne, Doug Beaumont, Gill
Hopkinson, Tomas, Niall (aged 5inger in waiting?) and Alex Byrne, Jenny
Page, Diana McClure Photo by Ralph Elmes.

Theymade sure everyone was safe and could see a bell in action. Ann Osborne
coordinated the visitorsodé6 move from th
Council leaflets on bell ringing were handed out, with the telephone numbers of

the ringers they should contact

Altogether it was a very good team effort, and by the end of the morning
several woulebe ringers had signed up for two follayp sessions which will
take place on 28 April and 5 May, before the regular Tuesday evpractces.

CatherinecO6 Do nnel | , Uckiibldbin Sussex gntilastie moved to

Cavershamt en years ago, saw the poster and
that Saturday morning and attended the Tuesday practice on 21 April. We do
hope shedl |l keep coming

Fourof the band were away: James and Julie Champion in Tashkent, and Carol
Moloneyand her son Daniel somewhere not quite so far flung, but they will
probably be around for the follewp sessionsDianaMcClure

TheReading Chronicle of 23 April reported the Open Morning on page 17.
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Bobbie May reports on ringing in Loddon Reach

During the year Pa&couseorganized two excellent outings, one to the Guildford area and

the other to the bell foundry at Whitechapel. Those who went thoroughly enjoyed the
experience, and | ooking at the cover of | a
Queendbs visit to Whitechabel], we were in
Nigel Herriottinvited us to enjoy the tBell experience at St Laurence, Reading. On this
occasion everyone was able to ring plain hunt on nine and the two teenage lads were invited
to ring the tenor, which went down well. Because half the local band was elsewhere we spent
an hour sampling the bells and even our smallest learners had rounds obe¢hs. 12

Swallowfield and Shinfield have been working together more closely than ever, sharing the
ringing in each otherdéds weddings and Sunda
as well.

This has meant that instead of eternal Bob Doubles we are able to branch out and enjoy
things like Double Oxford Minor and even Kent! One more at a monthly minor practice and
we shall be able to ring Cambridge

The6 Famed moment in February was enjoyed na
and Salisbury rang me and sent enquiring e
realized the extent of BBC World News when TonSefallowfield said he had seen the clip

in Africa while he was working there!

With the help of Bill Butler | have also tracked down the lady ringers of Burnham in the
piece of archive footing following the other piece. Most of them are in their eighties now!

BobbieMay
South Stoke to hold celebration in August

This year marks the four hundred anniversary of our tenor bell being cast and installed in the
tower.

To celebrate the event, the community is hosting a festival weekend over the August bank
holiday. The provisional itinerary includes a murder/mystery dinner, walking the bounds, an
evening at the Perch & Pike (hopefully with hand bell ringers) songs of praise, flower
festival within the church and open villagardens on

14



the Monday. To add to this, the tower will be open to visitors and we hope with the assistance
the Reading branch to ring two quarter peals during the duration of those three days

All the above events will be firmed up over the next month, please phone me if there is any
interest in attending any of the eventay phone number is 01491 873897.

RobertSmall

Some quarter peals

Welcome to Dan Tyndall

CavershamChurch of St Peter: Sunday 8 March, 1280 Plain Bob Major: Jenny Page 1, Ann
Osborne 2, Alex F. Byrne 3, Diana McClurét{ m) 4, Julie A. Champion 5, Ralph Elmes6,

James M. Champion 7, Douglas J. Beaumont (C) 8.

Rungfor evensong and to welcome Daniel F. Tyndall as piesharge of St Peter and of St John,
Cavershamand of St MargareMapledurham

In memoriam: John Hiscock

Goringon-Thames, Church of St Thomas of Canterbury, Wednesday 18 March, 1260 Grandsir
Triples: Tony Laurence 1, Sidorbury2, Antoinette Jackson 3, Rebeddarwin 4, Andrea

Gilbert 5, Stuart Gibson 6, lan Judd (C) 7, Josie Irving 8

Rungin memory of Johidiscockwhose funeral took place earlier in the day.

Johnhad been an ODG member for over 60 years.

Special birthdays: David Bowyer and MichaeBland
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Can you name the church?

Thesefour churchesareall in the Readingbranctd threeof themhaveeight
bells,andonehassix. Canyou hamethem?Answersarein the newsletter




