
  

Reading Branch News
Easter 2009 

No. 96

ShiplakeRestoration Project - progressto date Page4

Jim Diserenslooks back at Shiplake in the 1950s Page6

PeterEllis on St Mary and St Laurence, Reading Page7

Big Bells and Little Beersin Yorkshire - Nigel Herriott Page7

DougBeaumontreports on the twelve-bell contest Page10

CavershamTower holds an OpenMorning Page12

BobbieMay on ringing in Loddon Reach Page14

SouthStoketo hold celebration Page14

Reading in national twelve-bell contest

Blue bells in Chazey Wood, Mapledurham - unringable



Reading Branch Officers 2009

Chairman June Wells (0118 941 0061)

Secretary KenBaker (01189432278)

AssistantSecretary JoyceVernon (01189474281)

Treasurer Keith Vernon (01189474281)

RingingMasters: StephenRossiter (01189411146)

for Adv. Practice RobertPartridge (01189401107)

TrainingOfficer Vacant

WebsiteManager ChrisJohnson (01189424048)

readingbranchnews@btinternet.com

Website www.odgreadingbranch.co.uk

YouthRep Postin abeyance

BranchReps Keith Vernon (01189474281)

Len Palfrey (01189842698)

DianaMcClure (01189472353)

IndependentExaminers BrianGatwardandSarahDixon

Newsletter Editor: Diana McClure, 130 KidmoreRoad, Caversham, Reading 

RG4 7NB   Tel:  0118 947 2353 e-mail: jim.p.mcclure@btinternet.com

Afternoon Practices

Second Monday of the month,  2 pm to 3.30 pm 

13April Shiplake (8) 13July EnglefieldTBC (8)

11May Whitchurch (6) 10August SouthStoke (6)

8 June Mapledurham (6) 14September Streatley (6)

For more information, contact Jim Diserens(01491 824 504)

or John Wells  (0118 941 0061)

12-bell practicesatSt Laurence,Reading, on thelastSundayof themonth,from 1.30pm

to 3 pm. For moreinformation,contactSteveRossiter (01189411146)

Old North Berks (ONB) branchrunstrainingsessionsfrom 2 pm to 3.30 pm on thefourth Wednesdayof

themonth- seetheONB websitewww.onb.org.uk (Calendar)or contactKateCrennell. Tel: 01235834357

or KMCrennell@dpmail.co.uk
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Other forthcoming events and practices

April     4 ODG RadleyCourse

16 Advanced Practice, Shiplake

18 Branch Practice, Pangbourne(6) 

20 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice 

May 4 ODG 8-bell Competition at Great Tew (Banbury Branch)

9 Branch Practice, Henley (8)  5 pm - 7 pm

14 Advanced Practice, Shiplake- NB: changed from 21 May

16 ODG  AGM at Stewkley(Central Bucks Branch)

June 6 Branch Outing - NB: changed from 13 June

18 Advanced Practice, Shiplake

22 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice

July 11 Branch Practice, Shinfield (6) 

16 Advanced Practice, Shiplake

27 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice 

Aug 8 Branch Practice, Englefield(8)

20 Advanced Practice, Shiplake

24 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice

Sept  12 6-bell branch Striking Competition Streatley(6) 

17 Advanced Practice, Shiplake

21 Shinfield Simulator week/minor practice

26 ODG MichaelmasTraining Day   TBA

Oct 3 ODG 6-bell Striking Comp (Vale of White Horse Branch)

10 Branch Practice St Mary, Mortimer (8)

15 Advanced Practice, Caversham(8)

Branch Practices  4 pm ï6 pm, except in May - see above

Advanced Practices (Shiplakeor Caversham)  8 pm ï9.30 pm.

Please see Tower notices for any further events.

The Reading Branch newsletter is written for and by members of the Branch and contributions 

are always welcome. However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and not 

necessarily shared by the Editor or Branch Officers.
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Editorial round -up

The Readingbranchteamtook part in the first round of the national twelve-bell contestin

Sheffieldon 28 March- seepages10 and11 for DougBeaumontôsreporton thecontest. The

St Mary andSt Lawrencebandwenton anouting to Yorkshirein February,in orderto prepare

for the contest. PeterEllis gives the tower news,and Nigel Herriott reportson the outing

(pages7 to 9).

Shiplakeôsnewbellsshouldbereadyfor ringing by thebeginningof 2010- seeCyril Crouchôs

report,below.

Jim Diserenscontinueshis fascinatingserieson ringing in the Readingbranch60 yearsago,

with anevocativedescriptionof Shiplakein the1950s (page6).

CavershamtowerheldanOpenMorning on 18 April, to try and recruit newringers- pages12

and 13. Bobbie May hassent in news from Shinfield and Swallowfield, and Robert Small

reportsthatSouthStokeplansto hold a festivalduring theAugustBankholiday- seepage14.

Somespecialquarterpealsareonpage15.

Communications: This newsletterand the latest branchnews can be read on the branch

website,www.odgreadingbranch.co.uk TheODG websiteis www.odg.org.uk

Thephotoson thebackpageare of thefollowing churches,clockwise:

StPeterandStPaul,Checkendon(8 bells,10-1-21)

StPeter,Caversham(8 bells,7-3-13)

StGiles,Reading(8 bells,14-2-7)

StMargaret,Mapledurham(6 bells,7-2-0)

Cyril Crouch reports progress of Shiplake Restoration Project

After receivingestimatesfrom threecompaniesanda structuralengineerôsreport,we prepared

a proposalfor thePCCandgainedtheir authorityto makea formal submissionto theDiocesan

Bells Advisor. He agreedthe schemeand it wassubsequentlyapprovedby the full Diocesan

Advisory Committee in March 2008. The proposalshave also beenagreedby the church

architectandsubsequentlyby EnglishHeritage. TheFacultyfor theprojectwasgrantedon the

10th December2008.
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A contract has been placed with Whites of Appleton to be the main contractors, with the 

Whitechapel Bell Foundry casting the new bells to their Mk III profiles, hopefully in 

July/August 2009.

Building the new frame and on-site work by Whites will start in early October 2009 with 

completion targeted by early 2010. Some preparatory work on re-pointing the interior clock 

chamber stonework and replacing decayed wooden lintels was undertaken by CWO of 

Chichester in January 2009.

Through the good offices of the Keltek Trust, we have reached agreement in principle to sell 

old bells 1 and 2 to another church, who are augmenting an old ring of three.  Keltek are very 

hopeful that they will also be able to help us find new homes for bells 3, 4 and 5.  However, 

bells 6, 7 and 8 are unlikely to be re-usable, so they will be recast.

In March 2009, we purchased a small 14.5 inch diameter redundant bell (cast in 1929 by 

Gillett & Johnson of Croydon), from the Keltek Trust to hang above the new ring for 

chiming before services where the ringing bells are not rung. This will obviate the need to 

leave one of the ringing bells in the ódownô position for chiming.

Fund Raising: 

Fund raising commenced in March 2008 with the full support of the Parochial Church 

Council who promised up to £10,000 for the bell restoration fund, if sufficient money could 

not be raised through fund-raising initiatives, donations and grants.

Fund raising has progressed extremely well and at March 2009, the fund stood at £97,400 

which matches our anticipated budget.  There have been 98 separate contributions to the 

fund, including eight individual donors for each of the new bells.  Thirty-five per cent of the 

money has come from local and Diocesan bell ringers and their families, thirty-one per cent 

in the form of grants and donations from Charitable Trusts and the remainder from villagers, 

parishioners, friends and fund-raising events.

We should not therefore need to call upon any of £10,000 provisionally earmarked by the 

PCC, which is very helpful as ShiplakeChurch has other major projects in the planning stage 

which will require significant funding, including construction of a new benefice office, a 

Sunday Club roomand new toilets.  

Cyril Crouch
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Jim Diserenslooks back at Shiplake in the 1950s

During the years 1952 to 1957 my brothers and I would frequently cycle to Shiplaketo 

join the local ringers.  It was a pleasant ride, across Sonningbridge and past the 

flowing spring (the pub being on one side of the road and a spring of beautiful fresh 

water on the other).  At that time the little road from Sonningwas two-way, not one-

way as at present.

Owen Porter was for a time tower captain at Shiplake.  However, he became landlord 

of the PlowdenArms pub and passed the captaincy over to his son in law Ernie Smith.  

I do not recall ever ringing with him but he would always greet us afterwards in the 

pub.  I have heard that the pub was originally called ñThe Ploughò, but this was 

changed to a more ñup marketò name.  Another local ringer that I particularly 

remember is Alf Street, who lived a few doors west of the pub.  He was a farm worker, 

and also a good ringer and striker in the standard methods.  In 1954 Frank Henbest

joined the band.

At that time several of the Henley ringers would come over to the Shiplakepractices.  

Jesse Smith was one, he would only ring the tenor behind to Triples but had an 

excellent sense of rhythm; also Cyril Tigwell who was tower captain of Henley for a 

time.

Shiplakebells were readily available at that time (there was no college next door) and 

we rang a couple of peals of Grandsire Triples that included local ringers, with Jesse 

Smith on the tenor.  The first was conducted by me, with the treble rung by local girl 

Lesley Roberts for her first peal.  The second was with Olive Smith, the tower 

captainôs daughter, on the treble for her first peal, conducted by my brother, Ron.  

Some years later I called a peal of Yorkshire there for her wedding.

Sometimes, we would ring in the New Year at Shiplake, if there was no ringing at St 

Mary, Reading.  On the last day of 1954 Helen and I cycled over and joined the local 

band to ring in 1955, it was our first outing with just the two of us.  The next day I 

returned there with the St Mary, Reading, band, augmented by RegRex from 

Thatcham, to call our first local peal of Spliced Surprise Major (this was Pitmanôs ñall 

the workò spliced in the four standard methods).

In those days there were no rope guides and few people had problems handling them, 

as the bells went quite well.  I am looking forward to ring on the brand new recast ring 

of eight when they are installed.   

Jim Diserens
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St Mary and St Laurence ïPeter Ellis

Recent activity at St Laurence has focused on the twelve-bell competition.  In February, there 

was a tower outing to Yorkshire, ringing on the twelvesat Sheffield, Rotherham, Leeds, 

Ripon, York and Escrickin preparation for the competition. Some ringers also tried drinking 

beer in third-pint glasses. This may also have been in preparation for the competition.

Reading were drawn to ring at Sheffield, and faced competition from six other teams 

including St Paulôs Cathedral and York. 

Meanwhile, at St Mary we have been ringing methods named after elements of the periodic 

table. So far, we have rung Scandium, Titanium, Vanadium and Chromium. The next method 

in the series to be rung is Manganese. There have been quarter peals of these methods rung 

along the way. However, ringing them in spliced may present a more difficult challenge.

Looking ahead, the tower outing this year is to Kent at the end of May.  Peter Ellis

Big Bells and Little Beers in Yorkshire - Nigel Herriott

Friday 13 February was unlucky for some of the St Mary and St Laurence band who got stuck 

in traffic jams on their journey to Ripon for a ringing weekend, however everyone managed to 

arrive eventually. 

Next morning, after tucking into the excellent breakfast provided by the Unicorn hotel, we set 

off for the first tower, Ecclesfield(8 bells, 14cwt), just outside Sheffield.  

We had started with an eight to enable the band to gather as some people had stopped over on 

Friday night part way and some were driving up on Saturday.

The first tower with the full complement was Sheffield Cathedral (12 bells, 34 cwt) which is 

where we will be competing in the eliminators for the national 12-bell striking competition at 

the end of March.  

It was an opportunity for the competition band to try the touch of Stedman Cinquesa couple 

of times and finally to settle on the placing of the band.  

We enjoyed these modern Whitechapel bells which were bright and clear and a pleasure to 

ring.

After lunch at the JD Wetherspoonôsin Rotherham, we climbed up the rather tight way into 

the tower (12 bells, 34 cwt).  
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At the end of a dark corridor, there is a vertical 

ladder inside what feels like a chimney which, 

after a slightly claustrophobic climb, opens out 

into a normal spiral staircase.  

We had some good ringing and enjoyed the 1924 

Taylor bells, although the general opinion was 

that they are not as good as their vintage would 

lead one to expect.

We then travelled to Leeds (12 bells, 40cwt): 

another fine vintage Taylor ring which suffered 

somewhat from tower movement making them 

rather tricky to ring well.  

We all felt pretty exhausted by 6 pm when the 

dayôs ringing ended as we had booked each 12 

bell tower for 1 hour 15 minutes, and it had been 

a long day with heavy bells.

Tomas Byrne grabs Sheffield Cathedral

That evening, the party that was staying in the hotel had booked a table together and we 

enjoyed the hotelôs Valentineôs Day menu along with a few pints of Black Sheep beer.

The next morning we were at Ripon Cathedral (12 bells, 23 cwt) to ring for the 9:30 am 

service with the local band. The back 10 were another vintage Taylor ring, augmented to 12 

in 2007.  

We thoroughly enjoyed these bells as they are much closer to the weight of our own ring of 

12 in Reading, although they were rather odd struck.  Doug Beaumont commented that he 

felt as if he was dodging whilst ringing the eleventh in rounds!

After a little free time in Ripon it was time to travel to York where some of us visited the 

Yorkshire Terrier pub and enjoyed their real ale ñtasting trayò. 

This is an interesting idea in which you are given a wooden tray containing four different 

one-third pints of beer in dinky little beer glasses.
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We then moved on to ring for evensong on the 

glorious heavy ring at York Minster (12 bells, 

59cwt) - more vintage Taylors!.

We suffered from a little trepidation at the start, 

so we stuck to ringing simpler things and were 

able to produce the sort of ringing that we felt 

was appropriate in such a magnificent setting.

We soon got the measure of the bells, which go 

very well, although such a heavy ring does 

require a somewhat different technique. 

Our group of young children also enjoyed 

ñringingò the model bells in the middle of the 

circle (you can see these little bells in the photo 

of York).

Lift-off for Alex Byrne  ringing 59 cwt 
tenor at York Minster

Back in Ripon on Sunday evening we were ready for a visit to the pub and were delighted to 

find that tasting trays were also available at the One-Eyed Rat, a CAMRA recommended 

pub. We made full use of this facility before finding something to eat and collapsing into 

bed.

On Monday morning 12 of us assembled at Escrick(12 bells, 34 cwt) for a peal.

Many of us were interested to know what they would be like as we had known the bells 

when they had been hung in the tower at St. Martinôs in the Bullring, Birmingham. 

When the Bullring installed their new ring of 16, the old bells were moved to Escrick.  

It was obvious, looking at the tower, that they could not all be on one level and the acoustics 

suffered a little as the bells on the top frame were difficult to hear.  However, we scored a 

decent peal of spliced Stedman Cinquesand Yorkshire Maximus.  

Nigel Herriott
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Escrick, Yorkshire, St Helen (34 cwt)

Monday, 16 February 2009 in 3 Hrs 26 Mins

5100 Spliced Cinques& Maximus (2m: 2640 Yorkshire S Maximus; 2460 Stedman Cinques) 

Composed by: A. F. Byrne

1.   June D. Wells

2.   Jillian E. Galloway

3.   Jennifer M. Herriott

4.   Bernard F. L. Groves

5.   W Nigel G. Herriott

6.   Colin M. Parker

7.   John A. Harrison

8.   E. John Wells

9.   Edward J. W. Manley

10.  Peter R. Ellis

11.  Douglas J. Beaumont

12.  Alex F. Byrne (C)

Congratulations to Jill Galloway on becoming an ACCA affiliate

National Twelve-Bell Elimination Contest - Doug Beaumont

A band representing Reading went to Sheffield Cathedral on a chilly 28 March to take part in 

one of the three eliminators for the National Twelve-Bell Striking Contest [the other two 

eliminators were held at Leeds and Rotherham].  

The top three teams in each eliminator go through to the final - to take place at St Paul's 

Cathedral this year - so the pressure really was on to achieve one of those coveted three places.

Proceedings began in the hall next to the cathedral with a chance to talk strategy and weigh up 

the opposition, prior to the all-important draw for ringing order.  This is the first hurdle to 

overcome because generally, ringers prefer not to be drawn first or last.  Unfortunately we didn't 

do very well at this stage.  Our name came out of the hat first and so we were allocated the 

scene-setting place in the ringing order.

We made our way up the tower, and prepared to start.  Strict timings govern the twelve bell 

contest, and there is quite a tense wait as the second hand on the contest clock approaches the 

top of the clock face.  So, we were all ready to pull off when, "Dong!", a ringer 
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who shall remain nameless (but hereôs a clue: branch officer, name rhymes with achieve) 

pulled off early because of his bell being light-set - and of course being light set-it took 

several blows to set again.  This caused much nervous amusement, but we got ourselves 

together again and the practice went ahead without further incident.  The signal to the 

judges was given, and into the test piece, which again was accomplished without any 

problems.  And the verdict in the tower immediately afterwards?  Roughly along the lines 

of:  "Not bad, but not the best we could have done". 

The long wait then took place for the rest of the teams to ring, and for the judges to 

deliberate.  There was much refreshment to be partaken of during this time for those who 

wished, and many took the opportunity to stand outside in the bracing sub-Pennine air and 

listen to and comment on each test piece as the afternoon progressed.  After completion of 

the ringing the obligatory hour followed for the judges to make up their minds. 

Then came the delivery of the judgement.  This followed the normal pattern:- the chief 

judge gave some general comments about the bells and the ringing, praising the quality of 

the bells and confirming amongst other things that all teams had put up a good 

performance.  

The second judge then gave some specific comments about each team's efforts.  Of "Band 

A" (i.e. Reading) he said that there were some head-on hits, the ringing slowed down 

slightly but towards the end we broke for the line as though we were keen to get finished.  

Finally, the third judge gave the marks for each team.  

This was done not in the usual reverse order of final placing, but in the order 7, 6, 5, 1, 2, 3 

and 4.  This may seem a bit strange, but bear in mind that the top three teams go through.  

Therefore the two teams that a) scrape through and b) just fail to scrape through, do not 

know their fate until the very end of the results. 

Reading were not 7th, 6th, 5th, 1st or 2nd, which meant that it all hung onto the last two 

announcements.  Sadly, we didn't make that all important third place, so in the end our 

place was fourth out of the seven.  Although disappointed not to have got through to the 

final, we could also be pleased to have got a mid placing against challenging opposition.  

And as to the final at St Paul's - perhaps mixed feelings - it would have been good to take 

part in the final, but they really are a tough ring of bells, and to be there as a spectator 

rather than a participant has its attractions.

The full results of the eliminators can be seen at website www.12bell.org.uk

This year, 2009, is the 25thyear since the final was last at St Paulôs.  It will be held on 

Saturday 4 July and promises to be a major ringing event, so if you are thinking of visiting 

London, then the twelve bell final day should be an excellent day to do so.  

Doug Beaumont
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Tower Open Morning at Caversham

The band at St Peter, Caversham, held an open morning on Saturday 18 April.  Anyone who 

wanted to have a go at bell ringing, see the bells, or just find out a little more about ringing, 

was invited to climb the spiral staircase up to the ringing chamber.  

If they wished, they could go up the ladder to the belfry.  Most of the Cavershamband was 

present, to ñshow them the ropesò.

The Open Morning had been announced in the Reading Chronicle and in the St Peter ñblue 

sheetò, and Ann Osborne had prepared a very good poster which was displayed in various 

places.  

Gill Hopkinson stood outside the tower door, to point would-be ringers in the right direction, 

and encourage the hesitant to climb the stairs and have a go.  She was a very successful 

recruiting officer ïat least fifty people attended, one of them a runner who happened to be 

passing by.

Those who came were invited to climb up the ladder and have a look at the bells (which were 

all down), stand in a safe corner of the belfry and watch the treble being rung up, and, when 

back in the ringing chamber, have a go at ringing the back stroke on the treble, and watch while 

the band rang up six bells in peal, rang some plain hunt, and then rang down again.

Lots of children came, with their parents. 

They found it very reassuring when Tomas Byrne (aged 7) rang the treble, to show how it was 

done, and Jack Page (aged 11) rang some very good rounds.  Alex Byrne looked after anyone 

who wanted to have a go at ringing, catching the sally while the learner did the back stroke.

Peter King, a member of the church choir, had a go.  Heôd come with his wife Judy and their 

children, Arthur (two years old) and Juniper (two months).  

He said:  It was much harder than I thought it would be.  I wasnôt quite sure what you have to 

do with your arms, but you have to let them be taken up with the rope rather than anticipate it.  

I pulled too hard on the way down.  He added that Arthur had enjoyed watching his Dad have a 

go at ringing. 

Jenny Page gave demonstrations of what happens when you ring a bell, using a model of a bell 

in a frame kindly lent by Shiplaketower.  She explained the purpose of the stay and the slider.

Tower Captain Doug Beaumont welcomed visitors to the belfry together with Ralph Elmes. 
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Some of the Caversham band.  L to r:  Ann Osborne, Doug Beaumont, Gill 

Hopkinson, Tomas, Niall (aged 5 - ringer in waiting?) and Alex Byrne, Jenny 

Page, Diana McClure - Photo by Ralph Elmes. 

They made sure everyone was safe and could see a bell in action.  Ann Osborne 

coordinated the visitorsô move from the ringing chamber to the belfry.  Central 

Council leaflets on bell ringing were handed out, with the telephone numbers of 

the ringers they should contact.

Altogether, it was a very good team effort, and by the end of the morning 

several would-be ringers had signed up for two follow-up sessions which will 

take place on 28 April and 5 May, before the regular Tuesday evening practices.

Catherine OôDonnell, who rang at Uckfield in Sussex until she moved to 

Cavershamten years ago, saw the poster and came along to try St Peterôs bells 

that Saturday morning ïand attended the Tuesday practice on 21 April.  We do 

hope sheôll keep coming.

Four of the band were away: James and Julie Champion in Tashkent, and Carol 

Moloneyand her son Daniel somewhere not quite so far flung, but they will 

probably be around for the follow-up sessions.  Diana McClure

The Reading Chronicle of 23 April reported the Open Morning on page 17. 
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Bobbie May reports on ringing in Loddon Reach

During the year Pat Scouseorganized two excellent outings, one to the Guildford area and 

the other to the bell foundry at Whitechapel. Those who went thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience, and looking at the cover of last weekôs Ringing World [reporting Her Majesty the 

Queenôs visit to Whitechapel], we were in good company, too!

Nigel Herriott invited us to enjoy the 12-bell experience at St Laurence, Reading.  On this 

occasion everyone was able to ring plain hunt on nine and the two teenage lads were invited 

to ring the tenor, which went down well. Because half the local band was elsewhere we spent 

an hour sampling the bells and even our smallest learners had rounds on the 12 bells.

Swallowfield and Shinfield have been working together more closely than ever, sharing the 

ringing in each otherôs weddings and Sunday services.  Many also go to both practice nights 

as well.  

This has meant that instead of eternal Bob Doubles we are able to branch out and enjoy 

things like Double Oxford Minor and even Kent! One more at a monthly minor practice and 

we shall be able to ring Cambridge!

The óFameô moment in February was enjoyed nationally and several relatives in Norwich 

and Salisbury rang me and sent enquiring emails. It wasnôt until two weeks later that I 

realized the extent of BBC World News when Tom of Swallowfield said he had seen the clip 

in Africa while he was working there! 

With the help of Bill Butler I have also tracked down the lady ringers of Burnham in the 

piece of archive footing following the other piece. Most of them are in their eighties now!  

Bobbie May

South Stoke to hold celebration in August

This year marks the four hundred anniversary of our tenor bell being cast and installed in the 

tower.  

To celebrate the event, the community is hosting a festival weekend over the August bank 

holiday.  The provisional itinerary includes a murder/mystery dinner, walking the bounds, an 

evening at the Perch & Pike (hopefully with hand bell ringers) songs of praise, flower 

festival within the church and open villagegardens on 
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the Monday.  To add to this, the tower will be open to visitors and we hope with the assistance of 

the Reading branch to ring two quarter peals during the duration of those three days.

All the above events will be firmed up over the next month, please phone me if there is any 

interest in attending any of the events - my phone number is 01491 873897.  

Robert Small

Some quarter peals

Welcome to Dan Tyndall

Caversham, Church of St Peter: Sunday 8 March, 1280 Plain Bob Major:  Jenny Page 1, Ann 

Osborne 2, Alex F. Byrne 3, Diana McClure (1st in m) 4, Julie A. Champion 5, Ralph A. Elmes6, 

James M. Champion 7, Douglas J. Beaumont (C) 8.  

Rung for evensong and to welcome Daniel F. Tyndall as priest-in-charge of St Peter and of St John, 

Caversham, and of St Margaret, Mapledurham. 

In memoriam:  John Hiscock

Goring-on-Thames, Church of St Thomas of Canterbury, Wednesday 18 March, 1260 Grandsire 

Triples:  Tony Laurence 1, Sue Norbury2, Antoinette Jackson 3, Rebecca Harwin 4,  Andrea 

Gilbert 5, Stuart Gibson 6, Ian Judd (C) 7, Josie Irving 8.

Rung in memory of John Hiscockwhose funeral took place earlier in the day.  

John had been an ODG member for over 60 years.

Special birthdays:  David Bowyer and Michael Bland
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Can you name the church?

Thesefour churchesareall in theReadingbranchðthreeof themhaveeight

bells,andonehassix. Canyou namethem?Answersarein thenewsletter.


