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For more information, contact Jim Diserens  (01491 824 504) 

                or John Wells  (0118 941 0061) 

 

PLEASE NOTE: No Advanced practice or Shinfield practice in December 2008 

 

Old North Berks (ONB) Branch runs similar afternoon training sessions from 2 pm to 3.30 

pm on the 4th Wednesday of each month, with the exception of the last session of 2008 

which will be in Drayton on 17 December - come and try Kate Crennell‟s mince pies.  Dates 

for ONB training sessions in early 2009 are: 28 January (at Cholsey), 25 February, 25 March, 

22 April. can usually be found on the 'Calendar' page of the ONB Branch website 

atwww.onb.org.uk  For more information, contact Kate Crennell. Tel: 01235 834357 or 

KMCrennell@dpmail.co.uk - Web address: http://fortran.orpheusweb.co.uk/Bells/ 
 

Reading Branch Officers 2008 

  

 Chairman  June Wells  (0118 941 0061) 

 Secretary  Ken Baker  (0118 943 2278) 

 Assistant Secretary Joyce Vernon  (0118 947 4281) 

 Treasurer  Keith Vernon  (0118 947 4281) 

 Ringing Masters:  Stephen Rossiter (0118 941 1146) 

    Vacant    

 Training Officer Vacant     

 Website Manager Chris Johnson  (0118 942 4048) 

    readingbranchnews@btinternet.com 

 Website  www.odgreadingbranch.co.uk 

 Youth Rep  Post in abeyance 

 Branch Reps  Joyce Vernon  (0118 947 4281) 

    Len Palfrey  (0118 984 2698) 

    Diana McClure (0118 947 2353) 

 Independent  Examiners Brian Gatward and Sarah Dixon 

 Newsletter Editor: Diana McClure, 130 Kidmore Road, 

Caversham, Reading  RG4 7NB   Tel:  0118 947 2353 e-mail: 

jim.p.mcclure@btinternet.com 

  

Afternoon Practices 

  

Second Monday each month,  2 pm to 3.30 pm  

  

8 December 2008  Shiplake  9 February 2009

  Purley 

  

12 January 2009  Caversham 9 March 2009 

 Swallowfield 
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2008-2009 Forthcoming Events and Practices 

  

Dec   13 Branch Carol Service, Tilehurst, 5 pm ringing, 6 pm service 

Jan   10 Branch Practice, Purley (6)  

15 Advanced Practice, Shiplake (8) 

26 Shinfield Simulator/minor Practice TBC 

Feb    7 St Mary, Reading  (8) 3 pm ringing, 4 pm Service 

   then St Laurence, Reading (12) for tea, Branch AGM, ringing  

19 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

23 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice 

Mar  14 Branch Practice, Shiplake (8) TBC 

  ODG General Committee Mtg (Sonning Branch) 

  19 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  23 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice 

April      4 ODG Radley Course  

  16  Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  18  Branch Practice, Pangbourne (6) TBC  

  20  Shinfield Simulator/minor practice  

May     4 ODG Annual Ringing/ODG 8-bell Competition (Banbury Branch) 

   9 Branch Practice, Henley (8) TBC 

  16 ODG  AGM (Central Bucks Branch) 

  21  Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

June    13 Branch Outing 

  18 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  22 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice 

July   11 Branch Practice, Shinfield (6) TBC  

  16 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  27 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice  

Aug    8 Branch Practice, Englefield (8) 

      20 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  24 Shinfield Simulator/minor practice 

Sept     12 6-bell branch Striking Competition Streatley (6) TBC 

  17 Advanced Practice, Shiplake 

  21 Shinfield Simulator week/minor practice 

Oct    3 ODG 6-bell Striking Comp (Vale of White Horse Branch) 

     10 Branch Practice St Mary, Mortimer (8) 

     15 Advanced Practice, Caversham (8) 

  

Branch Practices  4 pm – 6 pm  

Advanced Practices (Shiplake or Caversham)  8 pm – 9.30 pm. 

Please see Tower notices for any further events. 

  

The Reading Branch newsletter is written for and by members of the Branch and contributions 

are always welcome. However, the views expressed therein are those of the writers and not 

necessarily shared by the Editor or Branch Officers. 
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Editorial round-up 

  

This has been a good year for the Reading Branch: it won the Guild 8-bell striking 

competition in May, and the 6-bell competition in October.  It wasn‟t quite so successful in 

the 10-bell competition, coming second to a “new rival”, Central Bucks.  See Doug 

Beaumont‟s comments, on the next page.  

  

Chris Phillips and Keith Vernon have done a grand job refurbishing the bells of St Giles, 

Reading - see Chris‟s report on pages 8-9.   

  

Jim Diserens has another very interesting article about ringing in the Reading area 60 years 

ago - this time about the Bradfield Deanery Branch.  See pages 10. 

 

  

Outings: The dismal weather this year didn‟t prevent ringers from going on outings.  Len 

Palfrey took his Loons to Lancaster for an enjoyable week, reported by Rosa Bardwell on 

pages 11-12.  Kate Davis somehow found time, while starting a new job and moving to 

London, to organize a very successful tour in and around Nottingham for the St Giles band.   

 

Her report on the tour - written at a moment‟s notice - is on page 13.  Thank you, Kate.  We 

really miss you in Reading.  Pat Scouse found lovely churches in and around Guildford for 

the Shinfield and Swallowfield outing.  See pages 14-15.   

 

 

Special anniversaries have been celebrated by Reading ringers with peals and quarter peals.  

Bobbie May rang a peal at Swallowfield last month, to mark the 30th anniversary of her first 

peal, rung there in 1978.   

 

And Geoff Dodd rang one at Shinfield, to commemorate a peal he conducted 40 years ago, 

the only one ever rung on Shinfield‟s old bells.  Keith Vernon‟s “significant birthday” was 

celebrated in style with two quarter peals, - see pages 17-18.  

 

 

 Caversham and Mapledurham have special cause for celebration.  They have had no 

stipendiary minister since the retirement of Canon Richard Kingsbury last year, but last 

month the Bishop of Reading, Stephen Cottrell, installed the Rev Dan Tyndall as Priest-in-

Charge of the churches of St Peter and St John of Caversham, and of St Margaret of 

Mapledurham.   

 

 

Communications: This newsletter and the latest branch news can be read on the branch 

website, www.odgreadingbranch.co.uk  

 

The ODG website is http://www.odg.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.odg.org.uk/
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   “New rival” wins ODG 10-bell competition - Doug Beaumont 

  

The Guild 10 bell contest was held this year at Wallingford on Saturday 22 November.  The 

Reading Branch entered a band, but was again unable to carry off the trophy.  This time we 

lost to a new rival, which has emerged in the shape of the Central Bucks branch. We do know 

that they have had a few new members join them recently, including former Reading branch 

member Chris Mundy.  

 

The competition judges, Jill and Michael Wigney, described their ringing, at 9 mins 46 secs 

for the test piece, as 'business-like, all blows were heard' whereas Reading's performance, at 

10 mins 20 secs,  was described as 'slowish but even'. This might just be a clue to the Central 

Bucks success. - if Reading ringing had been that bit quicker it might have held together 

better.  As it was, it didn't quite flow properly, and there was a general feeling afterwards that 

although it was a reasonable piece of ringing, it was not quite up to the mark.  So, 

congratulations to the Central Bucks branch, and we look forward to demonstrating some 

winning ringing to them next year.  Doug Beaumont 

  

Position Branch Team Faults Draw order 

1
st Central Bucks   8 4 

2
nd Reading 11.25 5 

3rd E Berks & S Bucks 11.5 3 

4th Old North Berks 13 2 

5th Vale of the White 

Horse 
23.5 1 

 

  

The method was Grandsire Caters.  The Reading team members were: Jim Diserens, June 

Wells, Helen Diserens, Jenny Herriott, John Manley, Nigel Herriott, Doug Beaumont, John 

Wells, Alex Byrne & Steve Rossiter.  For more details of the competition, see the branch 

website.     
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Reading wins ODG 6-bell striking competition 

  

Saturday, 4 October at All Saints, Milton Keynes: Nine bands competed for the ODG 6-bell 

trophy at All Saints, Milton Keynes Village. The church, with its ground floor ringing room, 

afforded excellent facilities for the judges to sit in the north vestry just alongside the tower, 

so much better than huddling in a car in failing daylight and deteriorating weather. 

 

The bells were certainly enough of a challenge to make this an interesting competition.  Alan 

Shephard from Dunstable, the chief judge, said the bells sorted the competitors into two 

distinct groups, the top three and the following six.  Liz Middleton from Radbourne assisted 

Alan in the task of judging the nine teams. 

 

Richard and Helen Stanworth were the stewards. 

 

Tine Marchbank and her team of ringers, past ringers and non-ringers provided an abundant 

tea which was consumed throughout the afternoon in the warmth and comfort of the Village 

Hall just opposite the church. 

 

Reading was victorious and the judges presented Stephen Rossiter with the trophy.  From the 

report by Alan Marchbank on the branch website 
  

RESULTS 
  
  

 

 

Branch Tower Position Faults Drawn 

Reading 
St Mary & St 

Laurence 
1st 14 8 

Vale of White Horse Shrivenham 2nd 18.5 7 

EBSB High Wycombe 3rd 23 2 

Chiltern Aston Clinton 4th 69 5 

Sonning Deanery Sonning 5th 76 1 

North Bucks Hanslope 6th 89 4 

Oxford City Kidlington 7
th

 187 6 

Banbury Bodicate 8
th

 216 9 

South Oxfordshire St Mary Chalgrove 9th 215 3 
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St Mary, Reading, wins branch 6-bell striking competition  

  

The annual Reading Branch 6-bell competition took place at St Mary the Virgin, Whitchurch-

on-Thames, on Saturday 13 September.  Nine towers took part this year and it was good to 

see so many ringers of all abilities entering - including some who were taking part in a 

striking competition for the first time. The sun shone, rather unexpectedly considering the 

rain we have had over the past few weeks, making it possible to stand outside and listen to all 

the ringing. 

 

Whitchurch ringers, led by Stephanie May, must be congratulated for a splendid tea. 

 

The standard of ringing from all teams was very good, considering that the Whitchurch bells 

are not the easiest to ring. The teams taking part were (in this order): St Laurence, St Mary, 

Tilehurst, Pangbourne, Whitchurch, Shiplake, Loddon Reach (a combined team from 

Swallowfield and Shinfield), Caversham and St Giles. Unfortunately, Goring had to withdraw 

at the last minute. 

 

The judges, Charles Botting from High Wycombe and David Cox from Egham announced 

their results as follows:  From Chris Johnson‟s report on the branch website 
  

RESULTS 
  

 

Position Tower Peal speed Faults Drawn 

1st St Mary, Reading  2hr 34m 22 2nd 

2nd 
St Laurence, 

Reading 
2hr 36m 32 1st 

3rd Tilehurst 2hr 46m 51 3rd 

4th Caversham 3hr 60 8th 

5th Loddon Reach 2hr 46m 69 7th 

6th St Giles, Reading 2hr 47m 82 9th 

7th Shiplake 2hr 45m 94 6th 

8th Pangbourne 2hr 48m 102 4th 

9th Whitchurch 2hr 46m 106 5th 
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Refurbishing the bells of St Giles, Reading - by Chris Phillips 
  

There have been bells in the tower of St Giles, Reading, since at least the 16
th

 century. A ring 

of six was recast by Mears in 1793 and augmented to eight in 1890, shortly after the tenor 

broke free and lodged in the wooden frame!  They were re-hung in a steel frame by Taylors 

in 1975 when a new first floor ringing gallery was added. 

 

No major work had since been found necessary apart from regular maintenance, replacement 

of some of the clappers and purchases of new ropes.  However, increasingly frequent 

attempts to re-align the clappers to counteract odd-struckness together with problems of „go‟ 

(or lack of it) on some bells, as perceived by the more experienced ringers, led the bell 

ringers‟ committee to instigate reports into what could be done. 

 

At the latter end of 2006 three companies were asked to inspect the installation against our 

collective list of concerns and to report back.  Three widely varying assessments, 

recommendations and prices were received. 

In February 2007 the Whitechapel approach was agreed to be most appropriate and a 

proposal was prepared for discussion with the Churchwardens.  This involved a significant 

reduction in cost as we were able to supply „local labour‟, Keith Vernon and Chris Phillips, to 

assist the bell-hanger for the three days of the operations.  The scope of the proposals was to: 

  

· Overhaul and lubricate the working parts 

· Re-hang the fifth and sixth bells on new ball bearings to correct wear 

· Clean and re-paint the bell frame to prevent corrosion 

· Slow the treble and second with counterweights to improve ringing 

· Adjust/machine the clappers to give more even striking between the bells 

· Construct walkways to aid maintenance and safety 

  

After a meeting and presentation of our proposals in July 2007, we were delighted to receive 

the full support of the Churchwardens and approval for a significant PCC financial 

contribution.  We pressed on with the work.  The process of obtaining a Faculty and of 

pursuing additional sources of funding from ODG and Reading Branch was started and 

quotations for painting the frame were sought. 

 

In late July 2007 we had the frame professionally stripped, cleaned of pigeon detritus and 

repainted in red oxide primer.  

 

Independently from Whitechapel, the steeple-keeping team began work on adding new, and 

replacing aged, fluorescent light fittings with weatherproof versions and constructing 

substantial walkways round the perimeter of the bell frame. Up until this point we had been 

clambering across the girders in a dimly-lit cavern.  A system of L frames in 3” x 2” was 

devised to bridge between the frame and the wall to provide support for 6” x 1” decking 

timbers.  

 

The bureaucracy involved with architectural approvals, insurance cover and faculty approval 

seemed to take forever but eventually our Faculty was signed on 16 April 2008.  We 

confirmed our order with Whitechapel on 5 May and agreed a start date of 23 June with 

completion on 18
 
July. 

The first phase of works saw each bell timed through 25 whole swings.  The clappers were 

then removed, the treble and 2
nd

 wheels measured for counterweight fitting and bearing sizes 
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measured.  Away went the clappers to the foundry.  St Giles‟ merry band became peripatetic!  

At the foundry the swing time of each clapper was recorded and where necessary machined 

to match the requirements of each bell.  With the counterweights prepared, the morning of 17 

July saw the return of bell hanger Neil Thomas.  He brought a set of newly painted and 

slimmed down clappers, a set of bearings and some counterweights.  A long day of climbing, 

fitting, adjusting, readjusting and checking followed.  The bells were as close to specification 

as Neil could get them. 

  

The following day, some final tweaks before a band gathered at noon for a first trial. There 

was general approbation for a significantly noticeable difference from the ring we had 

despatched a month previously. In the following weeks we really got to like our new bells. 

 

As we said in a letter to Alan Hughes at Whitechapel at the end of July: 

  

„(We are) delighted to say that they have met with universal approval from even the most 

critical ringers. “They sound better, go better and seem like a matched set at last”, are some 

of the many favourable responses. So thank you to you and your team for completing the 

work so well and on schedule.‟ 

 As a crowning achievement to the summer of bells works, after a surprise inspection 

in October, we received a Silver Award for tower maintenance from the Towers and Belfries 

Committee of the Oxford Diocesan Guild.  Chris Phillips, Steeple-keeper, St Giles, Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mapledurham bells 

  

The Mapledurham bell restoration project is under way.  The order has been placed and a 

space in the production programme reserved with Whitechapel Bell Foundry. It is subject to 

our receiving the all important Faculty and that is in progress. So if all goes to plan it could 

be finished for next Christmas.  Roger Hopkinson, Steeple-keeper, Mapledurham 

  

A. St Mary, Shinfield:  Millennium window 
  

B. St Bartholomew, Nettlebed:  Memorial to Peter Fleming designed by John Piper.  
  

Photos by Kate Crennell.  The answers to the rest of the quiz will be placed on the branch 

website after 6th January.  
  

 

Keith Vernon 

with the new 

clappers.   

Photo on front 

page:  Keith 

Vernon and 

Neil Thomas 

lowering a 

bell back onto 

the frame after 

replacing the 

bearings.  

Both photos by 

Chris Phillips  



10 

 

Jim Diserens looks back: The Bradfield Deanery Branch 

  

When the Oxford Guild was formed many of the Branches were based on the churches in the 

local Deaneries.  Thus the Reading Branch originally covered the area of the Reading 

Deanery, whilst the Bradfield Deanery had its own branch, which comprised the towers of 

Bradfield, Burghfield, Englefield, Goring, Pangbourne, South Stoke and Whitchurch. 

  

In the Bradfield Branch after World War II only two towers had strong teams - Bradfield and 

Goring - whilst other towers rang mainly with assistance from neighbouring ringers.  Later 

on, of course, new bands were formed at Theale, Pangbourne and Whitchurch.  This 

contrasted with the Reading Branch, where two towers (Purley and Shinfield) were 

unringable, the two Mortimer towers had a struggling band between them, but the remaining 

10 towers all had competent Sunday Service bands.   

  

Bradfield was run by John Butler, for many years the leading light in that tower.  In time he 

was joined by his daughter Rosemary who, as Rosemary Morgan, later became Reading 

Branch Secretary.   As in many villages there were family links between several of the 

ringers. 

  

Goring tower, however, has always been a fruitful source of good ringers.  Three generations 

of the Tull family rang there, including Carol, who married a fellow member of the band, 

Stephen Franklin, and moved to Leicester.   

 

Carol is well known as a former secretary of the National 12-Bell Striking Contest.  Joe 

Napper, a popular member, was related to the Napper families of Hagbourne and Blewbury.  

He was a good ringer, full of fun and was always welcome on our outings.  Unfortunately, he 

died at a relatively early age.   

 

Another Goring Ringer was Bill Irving, who for several years was Ringing Master of the 

Reading Branch.  His daughter, Josie, is now a member of the local Spliced Surprise band 

that, under Ian Judd, is going from strength to strength.  Leslie Haines was Tower Captain for 

a number of years.   

 

He worked for a timber merchant, Smallbone‟s of Streatley.  They would sell stays and 

sliders of ash wood at a discount price.  One day I asked him to supply a new slider for the 

tenor of St Mary, Reading, after the old one had been smashed by a falling clapper.   

He provided me with the shaped and finished article at a price of 17 shillings and 6 pence 

(82½ p). 

  

Leslie had been a capable secretary of the Bradfield Branch for several years, but in 1951 it 

was felt that the Branch membership was not strong enough to be viable.  My father, Albert 

Diserens, was secretary of the Reading Branch at that time.   

Relations between the Branches were very friendly and he negotiated a merger of the two.  It 

was in no way a takeover, much more a marriage.  

 

This was ratified at the Guild AGM and in fact gave us jointly a much stronger say in future 

Guild affairs.  Jim Diserens 
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Len’s Loons in and around Lancaster 

  

This year the Loons tour was based around Lancaster.  Early in August nine ringers met at 

Samlesbury [east of Preston] for the start of the 2008 tour. At first it looked as though we 

were going to get off to a bad start, with a lock out, but eventually we found a way in to the 

tower.  The wait was worth it as the charming little village produced a lovely set of bells and 

a good touch of Stedman was rung before moving on.  A pleasant drive over Bleasdale Moors 

after ringing at Goosnargh and Chipping set the scenery for the week as we journeyed to our 

base at Cumbria University on the outskirts of Lancaster. 

  

Unpacking was made easier by thoughts of tea and cake - kindly baked and supplied by 

Annette, who did not join us this year and was missed.  It became apparent on the way back 

from a pleasant evening meal that we would be fit by the end of the week as the walk was all 

uphill.  Night life in Lancaster seemed interesting as we observed some very adult school 

children having a night out. When asked the sex of one, the Chief Loon said – “I am not sure, 

but either way I would not like to tackle it”! 

  

We were based by the river Loon (the locals spell it Lune!) and on Sunday, after a chilly 

morning in Morecombe and a very satisfying lunch, we drove to Aughton for a gentle trek of 

about two miles over fields, following the river. It was a pleasant walk, and even the steep 

hill back to the cars at the end was conquered with relative ease. 

  

A wet start on Monday took us from Lancaster to Hornby, and a very nice ring of eight bells.  

Some good ringing took place.  A warm welcome with coffee and biscuits was waiting for us 

at Melling, where the bells were not so welcoming.  The consensus was that the ringers there 

must be short, as most of us were catching the rope well above the sally!   Burton Lonsdale 

was the final stop of the morning, where the bells were easier to handle.  Barbon, which had 

two very light-set front bells and a very deep-set five, took a bit of getting used to.  Back to 

Kirkby Lonsdale and then to Whittingdon which not only ended our first day, but also some 

of us, as even our most experienced ringers struggled to control a very long draft with no 

guides. To compensate, the view across the valley was stunning. 

  

Back to base in the University.  Due to the lack of a “common room”, we met in Josie‟s 

bedroom for the usual social chit chat etc. This venue soon became known as the naughty 

room!   

  

After ringing at the Roman Catholic cathedral in Lancaster on Tuesday morning, a first for 

the tour, we experienced another lockout at Heversham.  We had also not been able to ring at 

Milnthorpe as the bells were unavailable, so a long lunch ensued and we had time to refine 

stone skimming across the water and learn the art of Frisbee throwing.  At the next tower, 

Beetham, in a lovely picturesque village, the ringers entertained a group of passing German 

cyclists who applauded when the ringing finished!.  Evening ringing took place at the Priory 

in lieu of their practice night, an opportunity to ring on 10 bells. 

  

The traditional half day on Wednesday was longer this year as only two towers were 

available in the morning.  Morecombe was the first, and some good ringing took place in a 

confined space. We then moved on to Cartmel where we jostled in heavy rain for car parking 

space with the local town agricultural show.  After a steep climb, the ringers found a very 

nice set of six bells and ended with a good touch of Cambridge. 
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Muddy fields and car parks were to feature for a lot of the day, but fun and games still took 

place in the afternoon - copious quantities and various flavours of ice cream were devoured 

by Lake Windermere and the Frisbee party found a large expanse of grass on which to 

practise. 

  

Thanks to a late start on Thursday, we had a leisurely breakfast before visiting Scorton, 

where a touch of Oxford Bob Triples was enjoyed. A lesson learnt today was to read grid 

references: everyone turned up at a church in Garstang only to find it was the wrong tower 

and was actually Churchover Garstang a couple of miles away! Praise for the best-kept 

churchyard must go to Bilsborrow, with its immaculate lawn and flowers.  Its eight bells also 

gave pleasure to those who rang, although as always post lunch some found it hard to 

concentrate. 

  

More Frisbee throwing was practised while waiting for the bells at Cockerham, although this 

time the team were joined by sheep and cows. 

  

Friday was a long day and started with breakfast at 7.15 – who said this was a holiday?!  The 

towers were Broughton, Kirkham and St Anne‟s before lunch, and Bispham, Poulton le Fylde 

and Singleton after lunch.   

  

Saturday had a bad start as we arrived at the first tower early (a minor programming problem) 

and the weather turned very cold and wet.  Those who had ventured out in shorts had to 

change and waterproofs had to be brought out.  However we braved the elements and before 

we made our way home we visited Walton le Dale, Higher Walton and Bamber Bridge. 

 At the last tower Len was thanked heartily once again for all the hard work and the 

organisation that had gone into making a very successful 2008 Loons tour.  We hope that 

what has become a tradition over the past 20 years, may continue for a long time to come, 

even though Len, in his retirement, now has another “Hobby Horse”!  Roll on 2010.  Rosa 

Bardwell 

 

L. to R, standing:  Sue Norbury, Ken Baker, Keith Vernon, Sue Mansfield, Joyce 

Vernon, Keith Townsend, Mavis Crouch, Cyril Crouch, Stephanie May, David 

Bardwell, Len Palfrey, Rosa Bardwell; Front row:  Suzie Black, John Harland, Jo 

Knight, Josie Irving and Michael Palfrey 
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St Giles visits south Nottinghamshire 

  

A few months ago, I was somehow coerced into organising the St Giles autumn outing in late 

September, around my home town of Nottingham. Given that this was the first outing that I 

had ever organised the results were surprisingly good! 

  

Seventeen ringers and three supporters were brave enough to face the north, including some 

old friends from various locations around the country. We had five towers to ring at on the 

Saturday, starting with the picturesque church in Prestwold. Nearly everyone managed to find 

this tower, despite it being very well hidden amongst the trees of the Prestwold estate. 

  

By the time we reached the second tower in my native village of East Leake, the sun had 

come out and everyone had finally arrived. I think that all would agree that these bells are 

nice, light and very easy to ring. There were also a few comments about the embarrassing 

photographs of me as a youngster, hanging on the walls in the tower! 

  

Lunch followed at one of my favourite pubs, The Plough Inn located in Normanton-on-Soar. 

The food seemed to go down very well, and I think the children enjoyed playing down near 

the River Soar, which was a nice change to being in bell towers. 

  

The ringing in the afternoon went from strength to strength as the bells improved with almost 

every tower.  Stanford on Soar, the third tower, was possibly the most challenging of the day 

because the bells aren‟t rung very often. These were followed by Plumtree, which despite 

being a last minute addition to the itinerary, proved to be one of the best towers of the outing 
Ruddington was a good choice as final tower of the day because the bells were undemanding to ring, 

including the tenor, so I am told! We were joined there by Cyril Crouch, our mystery guest for the 

weekend. 

 

Although the Saturday ringing was enjoyable, it was the Sunday towers that proved to be the 

most interesting of the weekend. We started with the tiny bells at Clifton Holy Trinity. These 

were very entertaining, as they were so light that a sneeze would have knocked them off their 

stays! It was funny to see even our most experienced ringers struggle to keep the bells, which 

were the size of flowerpots, under control. 

 

We then convoyed into the centre of Nottingham to St Peter‟s, the final tower of the outing. 

This was our only 12 bell tower and I was informed by one of my contacts in Nottingham that 

they might be grateful to have us ring there because they don‟t have a Sunday band at this 

tower.  

 

This certainly seemed to be the case as during the course of our ringing, not one, but two 

members of the congregation climbed up the many stairs to meet us and thank us for ringing 

there. The bells themselves were good, and we found that despite the fact that most of our 

band do not ring on 12 bells, we managed some good rounds and call changes on them to 

finish the outing off nicely. My thanks go to everyone for coming, and to those who 

organised the ringing at each tower.   

 

I certainly enjoyed it.  Kate Davis 
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Loddon Reach visits the Guildford Diocese 

  

For our Tower Outing this year on Saturday 25 October, the Shinfield and Swallowfield 

[Loddon Reach] bell ringers were joined by some expert guest ringers and some friends from 

our Minor Practice Group, for a day of four six-bell and one eight-bell rings in the Guildford 

Diocese.   

 

The day started in the very pretty village of Seale, with a 1
st
 floor ringing room that was 

interestingly challenging to reach - but worth the effort to ring six good bells!  It has a board 

recording a peal of Surprise Minor rung in 1952 by a very young band.  John Wells, aged 16, 

was the conductor 

 

A few minutes away and on to the next picturesque village: another lovely set of six bells at 

Puttenham.  We then continued through the Surrey countryside, to the oldest building in 

Guildford, St Mary‟s Church, originally wooden, rebuilt in stone in 1050.  The Rev Charles 

Dodgson (Lewis Carroll) used to preach at this church when visiting his sisters nearby.  We 

had yet another challenge - climbing up into the church tower, and then had great fun ringing 

the not so-easy six bells that were hung anticlockwise!  While we rang some of our guests 

popped into the town for shopping and some visited Surrey‟s only Royal Castle, built by 

William the Conqueror - up on the hill nearby. 

  

On to Wonersh for lunch at The Grantley Arms, a pub named after Lord Grantley whose 

family once owned the Wonersh Estate and Manor House.  Our next tower was in this 

beautiful village.  Here we thoroughly enjoyed ringing a near perfect set of eight bells, plus 

we had a quick conducted tour of the recently decorated church - and wondered at a brass  

St Mary, East Leake:  L to R, standing: Alan Elliott, Helen Bennett, Rosemary Scott, 

Ruth Hine, Frankie Milford, Kate Davis, James Milford, Sue Elliott, Liz Davis, 

Markus Buss, Chris Barrett, Steve (and Michael) Bennett, Chris Phillips.  In front: 

Lindsey Barker, Sarah and Joseph Barrett.  Photo: Chris Phillips 
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plaque that was in memory of a local resident and her 23 children! 

  

Our last ring was at Send. The first record of this very pretty church appears in The 

Doomsday Book compiled in 1085.  Originally five bells were installed in 1711 and then, in 

1948, six bells were hung, recast from the original five bells.  Here we were very warmly 

welcomed by the Send bell ringers with greatly needed cups of tea: the cold windy weather 

meant we were all suffering quite a bit by then!  A day with great company, and lots of 

ringing on good bells - with thanks to a team of excellent ringing organisers – a good day was 

had by all!  Patricia Scouse 
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30th anniversary peal for Bobbie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Peals are even rarer than quarter peals in our area, but recently there have been two within a 

week of each other. 

 

On 25 November 1978 I rang my first peal at Swallowfield, on the treble, to Plain Bob and 

Grandsire Doubles, courtesy of Jim Allen.  His nephew, Phil Tocock of Oxford, at the time, 

conducted it with all the regimental precision he could muster and frightened the life out of 

me.   

 

It was quite memorable: isn‟t one‟s first peal always? I wanted to celebrate it with another 

peal, also at Swallowfield.  But whom to invite?   

 

Two of the band have died and Phil is in his 90s.  Peter Bennett is living in Iceland and hasn‟t 

rung for years. Tom Blomley recently rang his first quarter in over 20 years and wasn‟t in a 

hurry to ring a peal!   

 

This took me to my usual peal band with the addition of Mark Shearn, who also hasn‟t rung a 

peal for 16 years but who learned with me and rang in my early peals. He has recently come 

back to ring at Shinfield and Swallowfield and is a great deal of help to both bands. He even 

managed the tenor to 14 spliced surprise minor, the most methods for him and well done! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R : Mike Hatchett, Bill Butler, Geoff Dodd, 

Mark Shearn, Tim Pett (C) and Bobbie May.  
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And 40th for Geoff 

 

                                  
 

Some months ago Geoff Dodd reminded me that he rang in the one and only peal on 

Shinfield‟s old six bells before restoration and 1 December was the 40
th

 anniversary of that.   

He conducted that peal and it must have been very hard work indeed as they had been 

deemed unringable by the mid 1930s.  

 

But then Geoff always did enjoy a challenge.  He decided we should commemorate this, 

again on 1 December and an Advent peal was brought round in fine style. It also served as a 

memorial to the late Christopher Dalton who was living in Ullingswick when he died earlier 

this year.  He had been a member of the band that had rung 40 years ago.   

 

Bill produced a blue line for a new method and it was named Ullingswick after we had rung it 

as the the first 720 of the peal. Geoff rang the 4
th

 and remarked that he nearly had to give up – 

well, he is 75 or is it 76? And everyone finds that 4 difficult even for 120!  Bobbie May 
  

 
 Birthday quarter peals for Keith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Shiplake, L to R:  Joyce Vernon, Steve Smith, Eunice 

Wark, Robert Partridge, David Bowyer, Cyril Crouch, 

Keith Vernon, Mavis Crouch; Photo John Emmons 
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Shiplake, 27 November, 45 Minutes - 1260 Grandsire Triples: Mavis Crouch 1, Eunice 

A.Wark 2, David Bowyer 3, Joyce Vernon 4, Stephen R Smith 5, Cyril Crouch 6, Robert 

Partridge (C) 7, Keith Vernon 8. To celebrate Keith‟s significant birthday on that day. 

  

Reading, St Giles, 1 December, 44 minutes - 1260 Stedman Triples:  Colin Parker, Joyce 

Vernon 2, Pam Elliston 3, Stephen R. Smith 4, Stephen Bennett 5, Chris Barrett 6, Peter Ellis 

(C) 7, Keith Vernon 8.  70th birthday compliment to 8.  

  

And for Steve 

  

Reading, St Giles, 2 November, 1280 Spliced Surprise Major (5m):  Stephanie May 1, Kelvin 

Britton 2, Sarah Barrett 3, James Milford 4, Peter Bennett 5, Steve Rossiter 6, Peter Ellis (C) 

7, Steve Bennett 8. 40
th

 birthday compliment to 8.  

  

Congratulations to Ruth—1st in minor method  

  

Reading, St Laurence, 29 November, 1260 Plain Bob Minor: Joyce Vernon 1, Stephanie A. 

May 2, Peter Bennett 3, Ruth Hine 4, Peter Ellis (C) 5, Kelvin Britton 6. 1st in method 4. 

  

In memoriam 

  

Reading, St Giles, 24 November, Spliced Surprise Major (5 m - Cambridge, Yorkshire, 

Lincolnshire, Rutland, Superlative): June Wells 1, Sarah Barrett 2, Joyce Vernon 3, Kelvin 

Britton 4, Peter Bennett 5, Chris Barrett 6, Colin Parker 7, John Wells 8.  1st of five spliced, 

3.  In thanksgiving for the life of Gladys Emmons, beloved aunt of 3. 
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Christmas quiz 
  

A & B: In which Reading branch churches are these stained glass 

windows? Answers are somewhere in this newsletter.  Questions 1-12 

all have a Christmas theme - carols, or songs, as for example G.K.W. - 

Good King Wenceslas;  16 to 24 are dingbats.  

1.  O.L.T.O.B.  

2.  O.C.A.Y.F. 

3.  A.I.W.F.C.I.M.T.F.T. 

4.  I.T.B.M-W. 

5.  W.S.W.T.F.B.N. 

6.  W.T.K.F.O.A. 

7.  H.T.H.A.S. 

8.  I.C.U.T.M.C. 

9.  T.H.A.T.I.  

10.  S.N., H.N. 

11.  A.F.T.R.O.G. 

12.  T.F.N. 

13.  J.B., JB. J.A.T.W. 

14.  C.I.C., T.G.I.G.F. 

15.  W.W.Y.A.M.C. 

  

16. The 1st no L. 
  

17. Twas Sir Galahad Christmas 
  

18. Da y 
  

19. Virgin Mary, Herod & Duckling 
  

20. Hell 2 Heaven 1 
  

21. Manawayger 
  

22. Polos π π (Xmas fare) 
  

23. Xmascara 
  

24. PPPP 

 Earth 
  

.. 

B.  

A. 


